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From its firſt i Inhabited to this | 
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THE 
"| E:P.1.:9T-4 
TO THE 


| KR E ADE KR, 


Courteous Reader, 


S the Mind of man ws 
generally deſirous of 

Knowledge, ſo there 3s ſcarce , 
any Humane” .K nowledpe 
more pleaſant - or uſe fid than 
that of Hiſtory, eſpecially 
of our own Native Coun- 
trey, which repreſenting the 
brave Actions of our Fore- 
fathers, ſtirs up our thoughts 
with a generous Emulation 
to Glorious Attempts ; and 
A 3 by 


| 


To the Reader, | 
by recording the diſaſtrows 7 
ends of Rebellion : oi 
chery, Oppreſſion, Tyran- | 
ny, &c. plants in us 4 juſt 

borrence and detefiation of 

ſach- odious pratices, fur- 
wiſhing us with Iruely pa- 
terns of Heroick Vertnes, 
the Baits'to alhere us, and 
eminent Examples of Gods 
Fuſtice , as Sea-marks to 
warn us, whileſt adorning | 
with never fad: AT 
the Tombs of ny Fame | - 
ond reſcuing their Names 
from Oblyion and Duſt, | 

ow OP OIY It 


| To the Reader. 
\/ It exalts flitting Time to a 
kind of Immortality, and 
; digefisbarbarous Tradition 

into uſeful Knowledge. 
Tis both a pity and a 
ſhame to fee fo many people 
utterly ignorant 71 the Sto- 
ry of their Conntrey, and F 
bave often lamented the ill 
Condut# of owr Youth, wha 
fool away ther time in read- 
| tng folly Romances, that filf 
| their heads with extraua- 
| - gant, and oft-times banctul 
' Whimſzes whileſt they might 
| as edfely flock their —_— 

wit 


To the Reader. 


with uſeful Notions : For + 
I do not underſtand that there 
is much more Capacity re- 
quired to apprebend the great 
Ad of our ſeveral: Princes 
fance the Conqueſt , than to 
remember the tabulous Ex- 
ploits of the Seven Cham- 
pions,07 the ridiculous Ad- 
ventures, of Guy and vir 
Bevis. Nor know I; but a 
Child may improve bis Me- 
mory, and delight bis Fan- 
cy as much in the real and 
mighty Victories of Edw. 
the 3* or Henry the 5* 

| as 


To the Reader. 

as in the imaginary at- 
chievements of ; ri or 
the Knight of the Sun; 
Heros n= never bad be- 
ing, but i be fantaftick 
Region of ſome idle Brain. 
Fo promote theſe more 
folid and beneficial Stw- 
dics, 1 beve preſent the Rec- 
der with a very brief Ept 
tome of Enghfh Hiftory, 
whoſe bulk can neither wea- 
| or its price impove- 
ah thee : or Tf [ 
miſtake wet) thou mayeſt 
therein at once take an &n- 
tire 


To the Reader. 
tire- view (though as in 
Landskip)) of the moſt 
conſiderable affairs mentt- 
oned in our Chronicles. 
T here have been ſeveral El- 

; lays in this kind heretofore, 
' but ths conceived none with- 
out divers miſtakes, of at 
leaft not aiming - at, or fo 
briefly accompliſhing the 
Ends deſigned by theſe Col- 
letions ; but of that let the 
Judicious cenſure, and with- 
all charitably pardon - any 
defects or errors, which poſ- 
foably he may meet with : 
Though 


To the Reader. 
Though in compiling ' it I 
conſulted moſt of our beſt 
: + Hiſtorians, as voluminous 
| Hollingſhead, diligent but 
| ſometimes trifling Stow, l4- 
| borious Speed, an (who us 
| inſtar omnium) Fudiciow - 
Sir Richard Baker, whoſe 
Chronicle I cannot but re- 
commend to thy peruſal, if 
thou baſt leifure and abili- 
{ ry, as the beſt yet extant, to 
accompliſh thee in the Eng- 
liſh Hiſtory. As for this 
preſent Enchiridion, twill 
be enough if it ſerve thee as 
a 


2 a 
| 


To the Reader. 

a Table of general Aﬀairs, 
with the exact times where- | 
in they happened : ts chit 

uſe defrpned being, tobe read © 
before larger Hiſtories as 4 
Preparative, or after them | 
as a Recapitulation ; and | 
yet ever alone it will focr- 
wiſh the plain Engliſhman, | 
that bas not tame fo tedi- | 
ous reading, with fuch a | 
competent ſtock of Know- 
tedpe, 4s 10 other Colle&i- | 
on in this kind of fo (mall a 
RIiCe Can pretend 10 ; and 
conſequently may juſtiſte its 
Tithe, and deſerve bis thank: | 
ful Acceptance. Vale. 


—— et ad 
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CHAP.L 


The State of Britain before the Conqueſt, 
under the Britains, Romans, Saxons, 
and Danes. 


Hough the Story of Brute be count- 
ed by the beſt Authors fabulous, 
as firſt hatcht by Geofry of Mor 
month ; yet ſince it has much ob- 

tained credit m the vulgar Creed, we ſhall 

give you the Traditional Account of i, 
which is, 

That Brute, deſcended from Aineas, with 

a Troop of Trojans landed here about the 

= B year 


[. 2.] 

year of the World 2855, and near cleven 
hundred years before the Incarnation of-our 
Saviour, being in the time of Samuel the 
Prophet. The Kinſman of this Brute, Cori- 
aeus by name,conquering, Gogmagog a Giant, 
and flinging, him off from Dover Cliff into 
the Sea, they ſoon ſubdued the whole Ifland, 
and built London, which wi memory of their 
former Country, they called New-Troy, 
When Brute died he gave to his eldeſt Son 
Locrine, England; to Cambrins, Wales; and 
to Albanatt, Scotland , to whom ſucceeded 
many Kings, but of their AQts there is little 
of Truth recorded. 

The moſt contiderable Adventure of which 
we have certainty, was that of the Roman 
General Filixs Ceſar, who having (much 
about 5o years before Chrift ) conquered 
France, attempted Britain, and was at firſt - | 
manfully repulſed, but afterwards made it | 
ſubmit in a great meaſure to that reliſtleſs 
Fortune which had triumphed over the reſt 
of the World,” though the whole were not 
{ubdued till the time of Domitian, almoſt 
200.years after. The Country was ſo well 
liked by the Romans, that ſeveral of their - 
Emperours came hither in perſon, as Adrian 
in the year of Chriſt 124, and Severus al- 
amoſi an hundred years atter, And what is 

more 


[3] 
more conſiderable, the Great Conſtantine firſt - 
Chriſtian Emperonr in the World, was both 
born here, and firſt ſaluted Emperour at 
Tork : But after the Land had remained un- 
der the Romans near 500 years, they being 
imbroyl'd at home flighted it, and Voreiger 
King, of the Britains oppreſſed by the Pids 
and Scots about the year of Chriſt 448. cal- 
led in the Saxons, a people of Germany, un- 
der the Conduct of two Brothers Hengiſt 
and Horſa. 

But firſt we muſt Note, That *tis (aid this 
Iſland receivegythe Chriſtian Faith long be- 
fore, even .in WF year 63, by the preaching 
of Foſeph of Arimathea,who lies buried, they 
report, at Glaſſenbury. *Tis certain England 
was honoured with the firſt Chriſtian King 
that we read of in the World, viz. Lacins, 
in the year 180, But theſe, Saxons were Pa 
gans, and having beat off the Pis and 
Scots, according to the cuftom of foreign 
Auxiliaries, uſurped the Dominion of the 
Land to themſelves; but in the Reign. of 
King Ethelbert, Anno 596. were converted 
to Chriſtianity and in ſome time afterwards 
erected ſeven Kingdoms in this Iſland, com- 
monly called the Heptarchy, that is to lay, 
That of Kent of the Sonth-S axons containing, 
Suſſex and Swrrey 3 of the Weſt-Saxons from 
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C4] 

Bark-ſhire to Cornwal ;, of the Eaft- Saxons 
being Eſſex and Middleſex, of Northumber- 
land, including, Tork-ſhire, &c. of Mercia, be- 
ing all che In-Jand Counties 3 and of: the 
Eait-Angles, viz. S«ffolk and Norfolk, ſo that 
in the Reign of Cadwallader in the year 
689, the Britains had loſt almoſt all, and 
were forced to retreat into the Mountains of 
Wiles, where their Poſterity remains to this 
day. And about the year 818, Egbert King 
of the Yeſt-Saxons reducing the other petty 
Kings to his obedience, cauſed all the South 
parts to be called ENG L AI D from the 
Angles, a {pecies of the Sax from whom 
he was deſcended. 

But, how ſhort-liv'd is worldly power ! The 
$2xons had no ſooner thus compleated their 
Conqueſt, but the Danes began to infett 
them, and though often beaten back, got in 
time poſſeiſion, exerciling all kind of rude- 
neſs and cruelties, for reliſting of which, rare 
is the Example of the Nuns cf Coldinghans, 
who to avoid being raviſht by thele Pagans, 
voluntarily ct off their own, Lips and Noſes, 
chuſing rather Deformity than Pollution. 

About the year 900. reigned King Alfred 
a Prince of extraordinary vertues, who of- 
ren triumphed. over the Danes, , and firſt of 
al for more Civil Government, LOT 7 
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[5] 
Land into Shires, Hundreds, and Tythingr, 
and (o ſuppreſſed Robbers, that tis {aid, A 
Child might have travelVd with a Bag of 
Gold or Silver from one end of England to: 
another without moleſtation; but ſtill and 
long after the Danes retain'd their toot-hold, 
and at laſt prevailed fo far, as to inſult over 
the Engliſh as their Slaves, fitting idle and 
abuſing their Wives and Daughters at plea- 
ſure, whileſt ' the others only labour'd in 
Tillage, ee. fo that they were generally 
termed Lord-Danes (whence to this day we' 
call an Idle-pack, a Lardan) whereupon King 
Etbelred to ſhake off their yoak, granted a 
ſecret Commiſſion toall parts of his Realm, 
that at ſuch a prefixt time they ſhould Maſ- 
facre all the Danes, which was performed 
(and, as *tis {aid, altogether by the women) 


-on the thirteenth of November, 1002, But 


this (like to ri lent Phyſick,) did more harne 
than good ; for herewith the Danes more ex» 
aſperated, came over m greater munbeis, and 
at laſt Canuins (by aid of the treacherous 
Earich, againſt King Edmund, ſurnamed 
Ironſide, whom he perhdioully flew) abtain- 
ed the whole Kingdom, and as the fudt Da- 
niſh Monarch, was cxowned at London in the 
year 1017, He made many good Laws, #5 
that the Sabbath ſhould be ſixictly obſerved 
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(for now the Danes were converted: That 
the Communion ſhould be received thrice a 
year 3 and that a Woman convicted of A- 
dultery. ſhould have her Noſe and Ears cut 
off; whence, perhaps , our jealous Wives 
cuſtom' of marking, ſuch as they ſuppoſe to 
be their Husbands Harlots, may take origi- 
nal, This Princes Flatterers would tell 
him his power was more than Humane 
(indeed he was a mighty Monarch.) To re- 
prove their vanity, being at Southampton, he 
cauſed his Chair of State to be- {et on the 
Sand at young, Flood, and faid in a Maje- 
ſtick tone to the approaching Element, I 
charge thee that thou preſume not to flow any 
higher, nor wet my Royal Robes ; but the ſtub- 
born Ocean continuing its courſe, wet firſt 
his Skirt, and next himfaF up to the middle, 
whereupon arilmg (as it was but time) in 
haſte, he ſaid in preſence of them all, Tow ſee 
how wain is the Power of mortal Kings, and 
that none is worthy of your Applauſe, but he 
who made and keeps beth Heaven, Earth, and 

Sea in Awe. | 
This Canntus dying, left his Kingdom of 
Norway to his eldeſt Son Sweyne, and to 
Hardikmute England, but he being abſent, 
one Harold, an elder Brother by a former 
wite ſucceeds for tour years, and then dying 
without 


[ 7 7 


without Iſſue, Hardikwe' is invited" over, 
and accepts the Crown in* the year 1040, 
being, ſurnamed for his Gluttony Swynes- 
mouth, Nor was his End unlike his Life, fox 
ſoon aft:r he fell down dead in a folemn 
Banquet at Lambeth. 

Atter him ſucceeded Edward, ſurnamed 
the Conteſſor, but not of the Daniſh Line, 
but Son to King Ethelred by his wite Queen 
Emma, crowned on Eaſter Day, 1042, he 
was after his Fathers Death bred up in Nor 
mandy, where grew the acquaintance bee 
tween him and Duke W:liam, and thence 
at forty years of Age was ſent for, to take the 
Engliſh Crown 3 a Prince very diligent in 
compiling a Body of Laws, and adjuſting 
the Gems of Proceſs and Pleadings 3 he was 
the firſt that exerciſed the. Gift (ever ſince 
inherent in our Engliſh Kings) of Healing 
the Diſeaſe called the Evil, by Touching 3 
and, *tis ſaid, ſuſpeting his Mother of In- 
continency, put = to the tryal by Ordeal, 
which was to paſs blindfold and barefooted 
over nine Plow-Shares red-hot laid in un- 
equal diſtance, which ſhe in teſtimony of her 
Innocency perform'd unhurt. 

After he had reign'd 23 years and fix 
months, he ended his life in the Painted 
Chamber at Weſtminſter, leaving behind him 
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C8] 
no Tſſuez though he had deſigned Edgar 
Grandfon of Edmnnd Tronfide to ſucceed, but 
he being young, Harold the Son of Earl 
Goodwin juſtled him beſide the Throne, and 
Hlled the place in his ſtead, it being (aid, 
That King Edward before his Death had 
appointed the Crown varioufly, ſometimes 
to. William Duke of Normandy, {ometimes to 
the ſaid Edgar, and ſometimes to this Ha- 
rold, whio being upon the place, and a very 
Martial Man, counting his Right equal to 


either of theirs, was calily induced by kind- | 


neſs to himſcIftoprefer it before them both, 
and ſo took upon him the Crown, which 


yet he enjoyed but nine months, and that | 


with great trouble, and then was lain by 


William of Normandy. It ſeems the Family | 
was unfortunate, or rather juſtly puniſhed | 


for their fins, for his Father Eart Goodwin 
having cauſed King Edwards Brother to be 
murdered, it happened many years after, as 
he fate at Dinner with the King in Windſor- 
Caſtle,the Kings Cup-hearer ftumbled,& not 


without much difficulty, recovered himſelf | 


fromfalling,whereupon the Earl laught hear- 
tily,and ſaid, There one Brother helped the other, 
meaning one Leg ſupportcd the other, which 
the King obſerving, ſaid, Tea, and ſo my Bro- 
ther Alfred might have lived ts have afſifted me, 

had 


© > © rm. 
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[9] 

had it not been for Earl Goodwin, Wherenpon 
the Earl to excuſe himſelf, wiſht-if he were. 
not innocent of that Princes death, a piece. 
of Bread he was going, to ſwallow might 
choak him , with which he was choaked- 
indeed, and fell down dead at the Table; 
and ſhortly after all his Lands in Kent were 
eaten up and {wallowed by the Sea, being 
that dangerous Coaft, whichfromhis Name 
to this day is called Goodwinr's Sands. 


—_—_ 
—— —_—_———c{Q.4 


CHAP. I1. 


Of William the Conqueronrs- 


Ilham the Natural Son of Robert Duke 
Normandy , by Arlotte a Skinners 


Daughter (from whom, *tis - thought, ſuch- 


kind Souls are called 'Tarlots) on pretence - 
of a gift of the Crown from Edward the 
Confeſſor his Kinfman, invades Englant 
with a great Navy, and threeſcore. thouſand 
men, landing at Pemſey mm Swſſex;- and on 
the fourteenth of Ofober in the year, 1066... 
after a fierce and bloody fight, (wherein he 
himſelf had three Horſes killed under him) 
vanquithes and kills Harold the then uſur- 
ping King of England, and is crewned King, 
B5 taking, 


- - [10] 
taking at) Oath to obſerve King Edward's 
Laws, &c. 

In the firſt year of his Reign he laid a 
grievous Tax on his Subjects, {cized on the 
Money and Plate of the Religious Houſes, 
and that he =—_ know what every man 
was worth, cauled a particular Account of 
all Eftates to be taken and- recorded, called 
Doomſday-Books. He cauſed all Pleas to be in 
French, and inſtituted the Four. Terms, 
whereas Controverſics before were decided 
monthly in the Hundred Courts, 

In the third year of his Reign was ſo great 
a Famine, that men were forced to eat Hor- 
fes, Dogs, Cats, Rats, and all ſorts of-Ver- 
mine and Carrion. 

In his thirteenth year he ſubdued Wales; 
having before made Malcome King, of Scots 
do him Homage. In his time Pope Gregory 
the Seventh firlt ordained that Prieſts ſhould 
have no more Wives, and ſuch as had them 
already, ſhould cither be divorced or loſe 
their Benehices. 

His eldeſt Son Robert, whom he had left 
behind in Normandy, by the counſel and aid 


of Philip King of France, invades and endea-- 


vours to uſurp that Dukedom againſt his 
Fathcr in his life, who had promiſed him 
the fame after his. death, At which King 

William 
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William being grievouſly enraged , went 
over and gave him Battel, in which it tor- 
tun'd, that Robert unawares encountred 
ſingly with his Father, and beat him down 
to the ground 3. but then knowing him by 
his voice, flung himſelf from his H rfe at 
his feet, begging his Pardon , which the 
King readily granted ; ſo they were recon- 
ciled- : yet *tis obſerved, that Robert did ne-- 
ver thrive after this unnatural Rebellion, but 
dicd, as we ſhall ſee. afterwards, molt miſc- 
rably. . 

This King being much delighted in Hunt- 
ing, made New Forreſt in Hampſhire, (caſt- 
ing down . and depopulating {1x and twen-- 
ty fair Towns, many Churches, - and tour--- 
{core Religious Houles for the ſpace of thir- 
ty miles for that purpoſe; which he ftockt 
with wild Beaſts, making ſharp. Laws 
for the maintainance and. ,encreale ofthe 
ſame; but we may take-notice, he had #wo - 
Sons came to- untimely ends in that very # ax=- 
reſt, viz. Richard  in.his own. lite. time, and” 
William Rufus afterwayds. | 

Being cngaged ina War with France, by. 
heat and-leaping, a. Ditch on Horle-back he 
fell into a fickneſs, and diced at Roan the 
ninth .of September, 1687. having reign'd 
twenty years and near eleven months, leav- 

ing 
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ving three Sons, Robert to whom he gave 
Normandy , William whom he appointed 
King of England, Henry to whom he gave 
five thouſand pound in money, though af- 
terwards he got to be King, and one daugh- 
ter named Adela, married to Stephen Earl 
- —_ and Mother to Stephen afterwards 
He was buried at Caen in Normandy, but 
when his Corps was jutt ready to be interr'd, 
one Anſelh F1z-Arthur interrupted it, al- 
leadging the Ground was the Floor of his. 
Fathers Houſe, unjuſily wreſted: from him 
by this King William, (o that they were 
forced to give him an hundred pound for 
Compoſition before they could bury him. 
"Thus Conqueronrs who think the world too little 
for themſelves living, can ſcarce get room for a 
Grave' when Dead. *Tis recorded for cer- 
tain, That the very ſame day he died at 
Roan, his death was known at Rome, being 
"# thonfand' Miles off, A' little before his 
-Yeath there happened. a terrible Fire in Lon- 
don, conſuming; all along from Algate to 
Lndgatez and likewiſe in his . time a great 
Lord fitting at a Feaft, was ſet upon by Mice, 
and though he were removed from Land to- 
Sea, and from Sea to Land, yet the Mice 
Bil followed him, and at laſt CD. 

CHAP. 


———— 


C13] 
CHAP. IIL 
The Life and Reign of William Rufus; 


A] hon the ſecond of that name, fir- 
named Rwfxs (that istoſay theRed) 
was crowned the hfth of Oftober 1087, He 
was a younger Son, but had the Crown 
bequeathed him by his Fathers Will : yet 
his elder Brother Robert endeavours by 
Arms to recover it from him, till William 
complied and confented to pay him three 
thouſand Marks a year during his life, and 
leave him the. Kingdom after his own de- 
ceaſe; which agreement put a. period at 
preſent to their- difference: and the faid 
Duke Robert naking an Expedition wvith 
Godfry of Bullen © Feeſl to recover the 
Holy Land from Infidels,pawned tis Dutchy 
of Normandy to his Brother King Walliane 
for 6666 -Anarr or 2s ſome vuaite, for 
twelve thouſand and fix hundred pound, 
which was ſo vaſt a ſum in thoſe =_= 
that *tis ſaid, he laid a grievous Impo 
{0 that Biſhops melted their Plate, I the 
_—_ Lords ſpoiled their Tenants to 
raile it, 
This King had Wars with Aaſcome 
King 


[12] 
ving three Sons, Robert to whom he gave 
Normandy , William whom he appointed 
King, of England, Henry to whom he gave 
five thouſand pound in money, though af- 
terwards he got to be King, and one daugh- 
ter named Adela, married to Stephen Earl 
- _ and Mother to Stephen afterwards 


He was burted at Caen in Normandy, but 
when his Corps was jutt ready to be interr'd, 
one Anſelm Fitz-Arthur interrupted it, al- 
leadging the Ground was the Floor of his. 
Fathers Houſe, unjuſtly wreſted- from him 
by this King William, fo that they were 
forced to give him an hundred pound for 
Compoſition before they could bury him. 
"Thus Conqueronrs who think the world too little 
for themſelves living, can ſcarce get room for a 
Grave ;ohen Dead, *Tis recorded for cer- 
tain, That the very {ame day he died at 
Roan, his death was known at Rome, being, 
"# thonfand* Miles off, A' little before his 
Heath there happened-a terrible Fire in Lon- 
ddn, conſuming; all along from Agate to 
Ludgatez and likewiſe in his. time a great 
Lord fitting at a Feaft, was ſet upon by Mice, 


and though he were removed from Land to- 


Sea, and from Sea to Land, yet the Mice 
Bil followed him, and at laſt ya." 
C CH 


— 
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CHAP. IIL. 
The Life and Reign of William Rufus; 


VV Pham the ſecond of that name, fir- 
named Rwefws (that istoſay theRed ) 
was crowned the fifth of Oftober 1087, He 
was a younger Son, but had the Crown 
bequeathed him by his Fathers Will : yet 
his elder Brother Robert endeavours by 
Arms to recover it from him, till William 
complied and confented to pay him three 
thouſand Marks a year during his life, and 
leave him the Kingdom after his own de- 
ceaſe which agreement put a. period at 
preſent to their- difference: and the faid 
Duke Robert making an Expedition wvith 
Godfry of Bullen to Feruſalem to recover the 
Holy Land from Infidels, pawned tis Dutchy 
of Normandy to his Brother King-Walliane 
for 6666 pounds, or as ſome vvaite, for 
twelve thouſand: and fix thumdred/ pound, 
which was {o vaſt a ſum in thofe dayes, 
that*tis ſaid, he laid a born Impolition, 
ſo that Biſhops melted their Plate, and the 
ax Lords ſpoiled their Tenants to 
yaile It, b-) 9 
This King had Wars with AMalcome 
| _ King 
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King of Scotland, and flew him and his El- 
deſt Son, which was ſo grievous to Marga- 
ret Queen of Scots, his Wite, that ſhe dyed 
for grick. This Margaret was a molt Ver- 
tuous and Pious Lady, and the firſt that 
cauſed a barbarous cuſtome of Scotland tobe 
abrogated, viz. That when a man married, 
his Lord ſhould lye the firſt night with bis 
Bride , which Cuſtom, by her endeavours, 
was altered to a Payment in money.. 

He alſo made- an abſolute Conqueſt of 
Wales, and flew Rees the laſt Welch King. 
He built Weſtminſter Hall, and when "twas 
fnill'd found great fault becaule it was too 
little, and intended to have built one much 
larger. He was a Prince of great Courage, 
inſomuch that being to croſs the Sea into 
Normandy, to relieve his City of Nants, 
then beſieged 3 the Sea-men bcing afraid to 
venture becauſe of the tempeltuous weather, 
he forc'd them to put- out, ſaying, He n6- 
ver beard of any King that was drowned. 

His Chamberlain having once bought 
him a pair ot new Hoſe, he ask'd what they 
colt, and being told three ſhillings, began 
to ſtorm, asking; if he thought thole of three 
ſhillings fit for a: King to wear ? Get thee 
gone ( faith he ) and let me have a pair of 
a Mark ; His Chamberlain went, and bring- 

ing 
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mg him another pair ſcarce ſo good as the 
former, and telling him they colt a Mark 3 
I marry ( faith the King ) They are ſome- 
thing like : and was better fatished with 
hearing what they coſt, than with ſeeing 
what thcy were worth, More prudent was 
his Reply, when there. being a rich Abbey 
vacant, two Monks came to him ſuing for 
the Place, offering great Sums, and a of 
them out-bidding another z Whereupon the 
King looking about, and ſpying another 
Monk ſtanding not far off, ask*d him what 
he would give to be made Abbot of ſuch a 
Place ? who an{wering, he neither had any 
thing to give, nor would be give any thing if 
he had it. Well ( faid the King _) thou haſt 
{poken honeſily, and deſerr/t it better than 
either of theſe, and ſo gave it him for no- 
thing, 

It was his common ſaying; That ever 
God himſelf was obliged by bis Word, and 
yet he himſelf was often obſerved not to 
keep his word. He is noted to have been 
very Covetous, and too much Irreligious, 
and ſome ſay very laſciviow , which laſt 
may perhaps be the more excuſable, becauſe 
he was never married. 

He Reigned twelve years, and ſome odd 
months, and then being hunting in New 


Fore 
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Forreſt, Sir Walter Tyrel his Bow: bearer 
ſhooting at a Decr, the- Arrow glanced 
againſt a | rce, or as ſome fay on the Back 
ot the Dcer, and flying forward hit the 
King on the Breaſt, whereof he inftantly 
11 down dead, his body being drawn in 
a Colliers Cart with one Horſe to Winche- 
fter and there buried, 

In the fourth Year of his Reign, above 
fixty Houſes in London were ſuddenly blown 
down by the Violence of the Wind, which 
was ſo great that it tore off the Root of 
Bow-Church, and carried it a valt height in 
the Air 3 then letting them fall ſo furiouſ- 
ly that tix of the Beams almoſt Thirty Foot 
long a peice, were thereby driven twenty 
three Foot deep in the Ground, London 
Streets being then not paved. In his ele- 
. venth Year a Well at Finchampſtead in Bark: 


ſhire caſt out Blood for many Days, as be--. 


fore it had done Water. 
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nced CHAP.IV. 
Back 

the King Henry the Firſt. 
ntly 


che ry the younger Brother taking the ad- 


| 
| 
1 in | Afr this ſudden Death of Raufas, Hen- 
| 
' vantage of Robert's abſence m the Wars at 


Feruſalem, took upon him to fncceed, of 


Dove 
wn | which*tis ſaid his Father the Conquerour 
ich | propheſy'd when he gave him only a Pen- 
f of | Aion, ſaying, Content thy ſelf Harry, for the 
tin | ime will come, that thy twrn ſhall be ſer'd 
Duſ- & well as theirs, However ſome time after 
oot Robert retorns, and with a great Army 


nty lands at Portſmouth claiming, the Crown, 
don but Friends agreed. the Bufineſs that Henry 
cle- fhould pay three thouſand Marks a Year as 
rho William had done before, and that Robtre 

be. ſhould enjoy the Kingdom if he ſurvived, 
Two Years after, Robert coming over 
again for a Viſit and being highly treated, 
Releaſes his three- thouſand Marks a Year, 
but after he was come home repents, and 
declares his Brother had cheated him, here- 
upon Wars ariſe between them, and in 
P. Concluſion Robert is taken Priſoner, and 

ſhut up in Cardiff- Cafile m Fales, havin 
both his Eyes put out to prevent his Ef- 
cape, 
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ſcape, where he lamentably remained near 
thirty Years, and then died. The eldeſt 
Son of a Monarch, and who ſaw his two 
younger Brothers Kings, yet himſelf could 
never obtain a*Crown. And *tis obſcr- 
vable, that the Engliſh in this Battel with 
Duke Robert, did win Normandy the. very 
ſame day forticth Year that the Normans 
had Conquered England, which Dukedom 
of Normandy remain'd long after annext to 
the Engliſh Crown, 

This Henry was as great as ever his Fa» 
ther the Conquerour was, and marricd his 
Daughter Mawd to the Emperour. He 
made ſeveral wholeſome Laws,and amongſt 
others order'd, that Counterfeiters of Mos» 
ny ſhould have their Eyes pull'd out, and 
their privy Members cut off, A Puniſh- 
ment (as one judiciouſly obſerves) both leſs 
than Death and greater, In his time the 
Marriage of Prieſts being, forbidden by a 
Canon, Cardinal John Cremenſis was {ent 
from the Pope about it, who in a. Synod at 
London athrm'd their Marriage was no bet- 
ter than Adultery,highly applauding Chaſtity 
and \ingle Life, &c. But was himſelf the very 
Night following taken in Bed with a Common 
Whore. More continent was Thomas Arch- 
biſhop of Tork, who about the ſame time 

. falling 
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falling Sick, his Phyſitians told him nothin$ 
would do him good but to accompany with 
a Woman, who anſ{wer'd, the Remedy was 
worſe than the Diſcaſe.and ſo reſolutely periſh 
a Virgin and perhaps one of Follies Martyrs. 
This King married Mawd, ſome Authors 
call her Matild, Siſter to the King of Scots, 
famous for her Charity; for a Brother of 
hers coming to-vilit her one Morning,tound 
her amidſt a Company of Lame People, 
dreſſing their Ulcers and Sores, and then 
Kiffing them when ſhe had done, where- 
upon he askt her how ſhe could think the 
King would like to Kiſs that Mouth which 
had Kiſſed ſuch filthy People, to which the 
Anſwer'd, She had a greater King to Kiſs, 
who She knew would like her never the worſe 
for it, By this Saint King Henry had two 
Children, William drown'd at eighteen 
Years old (with many others coming out 
of France) and Mawd fitlt married to the 
Emperour, and after his Death to Feffery 
Plantaginet \, to this Daughter he cauſed all 
the Biſhops. and Barones to ſwear Allegi- 
ance, but failed in his Deſign of her ſuc- 
ceeding him in the Throne. 

He was Counted very Learned in that 
Ignorant Age, and thence called Beau- 
clarkez noted for a very temperate _— 

and. 
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and yet he died by Intemperance, for, Sur- 
feiting with cating a Lamprey he fell into a 
Fever, and died the firſt of December, 1135. 
Having rained thirty five Years and in the 
fixty ſeventh of his Age. His Bowels, 
Brains and Eyes were buried at Roan, the 
reſt of his Body Stuffed with Salt and wrap- 
ed up in Oxe-hides was brought over and 
Interr'd at Reading, being notwithſtand- 


ing all their Art molt offtentive all the Way, | 
and his Brain ſo putritied as ſoon as he was | 


dead, that the Chirurgjon that opened the 
Head died with the noilome Stench thereof. 


— = — — 


CHAP, V. 


King Stephen. 


O ſooner was King Henry dead, but 
Stephen Son to the Earl of Blojs by A- 

dela Daughter to William the Conquerour 
ſnatches up the Crown, many of the Great 
men (notwithſtanding both He and They 
had given their Oath to Maw4d the Emprels, 
King Henries Daughter and Heir, ) joyning 
with him, which brought mighty Trou- 
bles upon the Land, his whole Reign being 
but one continued Vexation 3 for at _ 
when 
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waen he grew towards his laſt, we cannot 
ſay he was at quiet, being forc'd to make 
his Adverſary his Hcir, and leave his Crown 
to him that ſought his Life, that is to ſay, 
Henry the Second, Son of chis Mawd. 

His firſt Troubles were cauſed by David 
King of Scots, who being Uncle to Mard, 
eſpouſed her Quarrel, and entred Northum- 
berland- with a potent Army, committing 
unheard of Cruelties, in raviſhing Maids, 
murthering Infants, and ſlaughtering Prieſts, 
even at the Altar 3 but at laſt were beaten 
back by ſeveral Engliſh Lords, eleven thou- 
ſand Seats being ſlain in one: day 3 After 
this, ſeveral of the Nobility xebelFd againſt 
him, but were ſoon appeaſed 3 then Mawd 
came over in perſon to Arundel-Caltle, and 
the City of Lincoln declaring for her, King 
Stephen bclieges it, whither comes the Eatl 
of Glouceſter, bale Brother to Mawd, to Re- 
lieve it 3 betwcen whom was fought a 
bloody Battel, in which King Stephen.,( af- 
ter he had perform'd wonders for his own 
Valour ) was at laſt taken Priſoner, and ſent 
to Mawd the Empreſs, who kept him very 
rigorouſly in Fetters, and taking her pro- 
greſs to London, was generally receive, as 
Qucen : Whereupon Matild Stephen's Wife 
petitions fox her Husbands Liberty, _ 

| only 
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only that he right lead a private Life ; 
which being raſhly denied, ſhe engages her | 
Friends to raiſe new Forces, wherewith | 
ſhe gives the Empreſs Battel, and routing | 
her Army, ſects the King her Husband at li- | 
berty, who belieges Mawd in Oxford fo 
tiritly, that ſhe had no way to eſcape but ! 
by a ftratagem 3 for it being a deep Snow, 
(he arraycd her ſclt and four Servants all in 
white, and ſo paſs'd the Watches undiſco- 
vered, but in ſuch a fright, that ſhe never | 
ventured her Perſon again in Action, leav- 

ing the War to her Son Henry, between *' 
whom and Stephen {ſeveral Rencounters 
happend, till at laſt King Stephen's Son | 
Enjtace dying ſuddenly, he being thereby 
left Childleſs, was the more inclinable to a | 
Peace, which was concluded upon terms, | 
to hold the Kingdom during his Life, and 
then the ſaid Prince Henry to ſucceed. From | 
which time they lived as lovingly as a Fa- ' 
ther and Son ;* but it was not long e're Ste- 
phen was taken with an Iliack Pathon and 
the Hemorrhoids, and died at Dover the . ! 
twenty ftth of Ofober, 1154. when he had 

Reigned almoſt nineteen years, and lived | 
nine and forty; being buticd at Fever- 
ſham. | | | 
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He was a Prince of great Strength and 
extraordinary Valour : and whereas Ralp the 
great Biſhop of Salisbury had rais'd himſelf 
trom a poor Prieſt in Normandy,to be Chan- 
cellor oft England; this King on jealouſie of 
his Loyalty, ttript him of all his Preferments, 
and took from him forty thouſand Marks 
which he had in money in thoſe dayes 
a valt and prodigious Sum. In this Kings 
time lived Fohannes de Temporibus one of the 
Guard to Charlemain the Emperour, who 
lived three Hundred fixty and one Years. 
Allo in his Dayes, there appeared two 
Children a Boy and a Girl, cloathed in 
Green, but of a Stuff unknown, of a ſtrange 
Language and of a ſtrange Diet, the Boy di- 
ed almolt as foon as he was Baptiſed, but 
the Gizl lived to be: very old, and being 
askt from whence they came ſhe anſwer- 
cd they were of the Land of St, Martin, 
where there are Chriſtian Churches erected, 
but that no Sun did ever riſe unto them, but 
where that Land is, and how ſhe came hi- 
ther ſhe her {clf knew not. 


F CHAP. 
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CHAP, VI. 


King Henry the Second 


W- Crowned at Weſtminſter the (e- | 


venteenth of December 1155. Being 
a greater Prince than any of his Aunceſtours, 


/ 


| 


and not inferior to any in Chriſtendome in | 
his time, For he had England, Normandy | 


and Anjou in his own Right; and in the 


Right of his Wife, the Dutchy of Gayen | 


and Earldom of Poidtox : At his firſt comin 
to the Crown, he made Choice of Wilz 
and Diſcreet Councellors,baniſht Strangers, 
reformed Abuſes of the Laws, and made 
many excellent Regulations to heal the Bo- 
dy Politick of . thoſe Diſtempers and Fra- 
Etures which the late Wars had occal- 
oned, 

He had married Eleanor late Wife to Lew- 
is the ſeventh of France, but by reaſon of 
their nearnefs of Blood from him divorced ; 
with this Lewis he had fome Differences ta- 
ken up at laſt by a Peace, to render which 
more firm he matcht his eldeſt Son Henry not 
ſeven Years old to Margaret the French Kings 
Daughter ſcarce three. 


In | 


| 


' 
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In the ſixteenth Yeas of his Reign he 
Cauſed this Henry his Son to be Crowned 
King and reign with himſelf in his own 
time, who going back with his Queen” to 
his Father-in-Law in France, he is there 
evilly perſwaded to oppole his Father, and 
what was worſe, his two Brothers Richard 
and Geoffry joyn in the Confederacy; nor 
was the King of Scots wanting to aſſiſt 
them, whence ſeveral bloody Battels in di- 
vers Parts were fought between them, in 
which their Fathers Arms were generally 
bleſt with Succeſs. At laſt a Reconciliation 
is made, and the French Kings other Daugh- 
ter betrothed to Richard the Second Son of 
the King of England, but afterwards his 
elder Brother Henry being dead, becauſe 
that Marriage was not Solemniz'd and 
{ome fits of Jealouſy, as if his Father were 
too kind to his intended Spouſe, Richard 
falls again into diſcontent, and. by the Aid 
of the French King took the City Mentz, 
forcing his Father to retreat, However, a 
__ was clapt up between them ſhortly 
after. 

Belides theſe troubles with hjs Children,he 
had others almoſt as bad with Thomas Becks 
et Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, who would 
by no means conſent that Clergy-men who 

C were 
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were” Malctacors ſhould be tried before the 
ſecular Mapiſtrate as Lay men were; the 
Contention growing, hot the King ſeizes on 
his Temporalities, and the Biſhop excom- 
municated the King, and fled beyond Sea, 
' at length he was admitted to return to his 
Office, but til! perfiſting mm his Inſolence 
he was ſoon after by ſome Perſons mur- 
dered at Church, who was Canoniz'd for 


a Saint, and the King himſelf viſited his ! 


Fomb. and ſuffered Penance there with a 
ſtrange Humility, of which Saint ſome Au- 
thors report abundance of Miracles, but 
the greateſt I obſerve is, that he was a Mi- 
racle of Pride. 

This King, was the firſt that Conquered 
Freland, and *tis thought 1cft in his Coffers 
at his Death nine hundred thouſand Pounds, 
belide Plate and Jewels. 

In :the twenty third Year of his Reign 
it rained Blood in the Hle of Wight two 
Hours together. 

He had five Sons, of which three lived to 
be Kings, viz. Fohn crowned, and dying 
without Ifſue in his Lite time, Richard 
who ſucceeded him, Geofry Plantaginet who 
dying in his Fathers Life time lett a Son: 
named Arthur the fourth John, who after- 


wards was . King, and William who died | 
WP young 


-> - . 
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young. And of his three Daughters were 
Queens,Elenor married to Alphonſe King of 
Caſtile, and Fane to William King of 
Sicily. 

He died, as *tis ſuppos'd, of Grief, in the 
Year 1189, when he had lived ſixty one 
Years, and Reigned near thirty five, being 
buried in France. This was that Prince that 
kept fair Roſamond in her Bower at Wood- 
ftock, which enraging his Queen with Jealou- 
{y, ſhe ſtirred up her Sons to Revenge her 
Injuries, and: occafion'd moſt of his T 
bles. 


—_— 


CHAP. VIE 


Tis Prince (for his valour Surnamed 
Caur de Lion (or Lions-Heart) being 
Crowned the third of September 1189. At- 
ter he had ſettled his Realm, and provid- 
ed a mighty Treaſure belides what was left 
by his Father, refolves on an Expedition 
to the Holy Land, according to the Superſti- 
tion of that Age, and fers forth with an 
Army of thirty thouſand Foot, and five 
thouſand Horſe, having appointed to _ 
C 2 the 
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the French King in Sicily. In his paſſage 
being affronted by the People of Cyprus, af- 
faults them, and ſubducs the Hand, bind- 
ing their King in Silver Fetters, thence he 
proceeds to Prolomair which was ſoon fſur- 
rendred, and places a Garriſon in the Town 
of Foppa, 'becoming very famous for his A- 
Qions in thoſe Parts. Which being envi- 
ed by the French King, he pretends the 
Air did not agree with him, and obtains 
King Richard's Conſent to return home, 
fwearing firlt, not to molelt his Territories 
in his abſence, which Oath he not obſer- 
ving, King Richard was forc'd to quit his 
Glorious Deſign of winning Feruſalem, to 
defend his own Countries, but in his re- 
turn privately for the greater Haſt through 
Germany, by the Indiſcretion of extraordi- 
nary Expences is diſcovered, and upon an 
old Grudg taken Priſoner by the Duke of 


Auſtria, where he was detained fifteen +} 


Months, till an Agreement was made for his 
Ranſome at one hundred thouſand Pounds, 
whereof fourſcore thouſand was paid down, 
the reſt afterwards releaſed. 

During his abſence ſome diſorders hap- 
pen'd at home, and ſome Miſchicf done by 
the French abroad 3 the firſt his Preſence 
xecifyed, to redreſs the other he reſolves 
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on Arms againſt that Kingdom, and being 
told as he was at Dinner, that King Phillip 
had beſieged Vernoil, he {wore he would 
not turn his Face till he was Revenged, 
and for Oath ſake cauſed the Wall before 
him to be beaten down, that he might paſs 
right forward, and ſpeeds to Vernoil, but 
the French made as much haſt to be gone, 
not without very great loſs and more dif- 
grace. 

In the Proceſs of his Warrs befieging a 
Caſtle and unwarily approaching too near, 
he was wounded with a poiſon'd Arrow 
in the Arm, which enraged him fo that he 
preſently ſtorm'd the Caſtle, and m_—_ 


7 


who it was ſhot him, one Bertrand own 


it, ſaying he did it in Revenge, becauſe 
King Richard with his own had for- 
merly ſlain his Father and his Brethren 


the King after fome Pauſe gave him his . 
Pardon and Libexty. An Art that ſhewed 
(faith a good Hiſtorian) that he had been at 
the Holy Land, or rather was going thither. 
For he died of-that Wound,the fixth of April 
1199, having Reigned nine Years and 
nine Months. In his Reign wer& found 
the Bones of Arthur the famous King of 
Britain, in the old Sepulchre at Glaſſen- 
bury. And alſo there happencd an extraor- 

C 3 dinary 
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dinary Famine, followed by {o great and 
general a Mortality that the living were 
{carce able to bury the dead, 


QC 


CHAP. VIIL 
The Reign of King John. 
| yon Brother of Richard, on Aſcenſion-day 


1199. took upon him the Crown ! 


but Arthur the Son of his elder Brother 
Geofry Plantaginet,though abſent in the Pro- 
vince of Anjou, yet ſeeming to have a fairer 
Title, by the Aid of the King of France gave 
him much Trouble, till atter ſeveral Tra- 
verſes of Wax he took the faid Prince Ar- 
thur Priſoner, who ſoon after died, whe- 
ther drowned in the River Sein, attempt- 
ing, to make his Eſcape, as ſome relate, or 
made away as others ſuggeſt, is uncer- 
tain. | 
After this, Diſcord ariſes between the 
King and ſeveral great Lords of the Land, 
on Pretence of Grievances, and to have the 
two famous Charters commonly called 
Mapna Charta & Charta de Forefta confirmed 
nk abficrel, about which the Feuds grew 


to that height, that the Barons ſent to Phil- | 
lip 
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lip King of France, requiring him to ſend 
over his Son Lewi« totheir Aid, promiſing 
they would ſubmit themſelves to be go- 
verned by him as their Sovereign 3 hereup- 
on Lewis lands at Sandwich, and is receiv- 
ed there and at London, and Allegiance 
ſworn to him by many of the Peers: and 
Prelates. So that though there were no 
great Battel fought between King John and 
him, yet the Nation was miſerably waſted 
by them, two Armies being a foot at once, 
each of them (ceking to prey upon the other, 
and both upon the Country. 

But before things came to this Extremi- 
ty, a quarrel happens between the P 
who had nominated Stephen Langton 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and King John | 
who oppoſed him. The Pope hereupon 
chaentnrd to excommunicate the King and 
Interdi& the Kingdom, which at laſt he 
did, and the Realm remained under that 
Curſe above ſix Years, during which time 
there was no publick Exerciſe of Religion, 
no Church open, no Sacraments adimini- 
ſtred, Children went unbaprized, all that 
died were buried like Dogs in Ditches and 
Corners, but only ſuch as had purchaſed or 
procured Licence from the Pope. 
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But at laſt finding the Pope too hard for 


him, and the French King ready to invade 
him, King Fohn is forced to ſubmit, and 
taking off the Crown from his head laid it 
at the Feet of Pandelphus the Popes Legate, 


who took it up and kept it three or four | 
days before he reſtor'd it, all which time |. 


it might be truly ſaid the Kingdom was | 
without a King, as one Peter an Hermit had ' 


given out,that 


fore ſuch a day thereſhould | 


be no King in England; which though in | 


ſome ſort true during all that time, yet it 
being in ſome ſort not true, and the King 
having a Prerogative of making his own 
Interpretation it coſt both the poor Hermit 
and his Son their Lives for his Prophecy. 
Somme time after, the King coming 'to 
Walkpool in Norfolkg (during the War be- 
tween him and Prince Lewis) and there 
loling all his Carriages, and a multitude of 
his men drowned in attempting to paſs 
over, Anguiſh of mind caſt him into a Fe- 
ver, whereof *tis ſaid he died, though 0- 
thers confidently relate, that he was poi- 
ſon'd by a Monk of Swineſheads Abbey, 
who put the Poiſon of a Toad into a Cup 
of Wine, and to avoid Suſpition drank firſt 
thereof himſelf, whereof they both imme- 
diately dyed the nincteenth of Oetober 12 16, 
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King John being . aged fifty one Years, and 
having Reigned ſeventeen Years and. fix 
Months. 

He is noted to be ſomewhat Irreligiouſly 
diſpoſed, for ſoon after he had made his 
Peace with: the Pope, his Forces receiving a 
great overthrow in France, he faid in a 
Rage, that nothing had proſpered with bim 
ſince the. time he was reconciFd to God and the 
Pope. Another time at the opening a fat 
Buck, ſee fayes he, how this Deer bath pro- 
ſpered, and how fat he is, and yet IT dare ſwear 
be never heard Maſs, He ſqueez'd all ſorts 
of his Subjects with ſevere Taxations, and 
invented firange Ways to get Money, A- 
bout his time a Quarter. of Wheat was nſir- 
ally ſold fox twelve Pence, and a Quarter 
of Beans or Oats for a Groat, nor is the 
Price of Silver lels altcred, for. then an 
Ounce was valued but twenty. Pence, 
whereas-now *tis five Shillings, which ſeems. 
a Riddle, for. ſeeing Scarcity makes things 
dear, why ſhould not Plenty make them 
cheaper, it being certain we have much 
more Silver now than then ? 

In-his dayes the Government of Londox 
by.a Mayor and two Sherifs was firſt grant-- 
ed, or. at leaſt not till then fully ſettled. 
A fiſh was taken in S»ffotk, exaQtly in ſhape 
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of a man.and kept fix months on Land with 
raw Fleſh and Fiſh, but then becauſe they 
could not make it ſpeak, they flung it into 
the Sea again. In Torkſhire there were feen 
hve Moons at once, one in the Eaſt, ano- 
ther in the Weſt, a third in the North, a 
fourth in the South, and a fifth in the midſt 
of the Element; and Hailſtones are recorded 
to have fallen as big as Gooſe-Eggs. 


| CHAP. 1X. 
King Henry the Third. 


A Orvithſtanding the Promiſes made to 

the French Prince Lewis after Kin 
death, his Son Henry was Crotncd 
ing, chiefly by the means of William Mar- 
ſhal Earl of Pembroke who had married 
his Aunt, and (the young King being but 
nine Years old) was appointed Protector of 
the Realm during his Minority, who drew 
off divers of the FaCtious Lords; \and hav- 
ing utterly defeated Lewiſes Forces at Lin- 
edn, and deſiroyed the Supplies ſent him 
out of France in a Fight at Sea, obliged him 
to a Compoſition, for fifteen thouſand 
Marks,renouncing not only all his Pretences 
0 
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to England, but alſo ſwearing to reftore 
when he-came to be King all ſuch Provin- 
ces in France as belong'd to this Crown 3 
which he not performing, King Henry at- 
terwards made War upon him, but with- 
out any notable ſucceſs, Troubles encrea(- 
ing at home, becauſe the King abandon'd 
his Engliſh Lords and truſted Strangers in 
his Councels and grand Offices : By which 
means he was grown into ſuch extream 
Neceitity for Money, that he coming to 
take up Money at Loan of a certain Abbot, 
told him, Tt ws more Alms to give Mony to 
bim, than to, a Beggar that went from dooy 
to door, And yet, , Story ſays, the hard 
hearted Abbot would not lend him a 
Penny. 

He ſeveral times -promiſed the Obſerva- 
tion of the two great Charters of the Peo- 
ples Liberties, but yet ſtill they were little 
regarded, one time eſpecially they were 
confirm'd in the moſt ſolemn Manner that 
State or Religion could deviſe, a terrible 
Curſe being pronounced againſt all that 
ſhould break them. 

The Biſhop of Boxonia comes into England 
from the Pope, who pretending the Ki p- 
dom of Sicily was at his Diſpoſe, would 
needs beſtow it upon Edmond the Kings 


Son, 
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Son, ſending a Ring to inveſt him there. 
with, and King Henry takes it in ſo good 
Earneſt,that he ever after calls his Son King 
. of Sicily, but all this was done by the Pope 
only to bubble away the Kings Money,hav- 
ing drawn him into an engagement of 
an hundred and 50000 Marks for this kind- 
neſs, whereas he was fo far from having 
Conquered that Kingdom, that Manfred 
Son of the Emperour Frederick, had wholly 
routed his Holineſs's Forces, and was re- 
eſtabliſhed there. 

Contentions between the King and Ba- 
rons encreafing, a Parliament is held at Ox- 
ford, called the Mad-Parliament, becauſe ma- 
ny things were EnaQted againſt the Kings 
Prerogative, which proved after to the 
Confuſion of the Realm and Death of many 
Noble-men 3 for their Acts not being obſer- 
ved, at laſt both Parties betake them to 
Arms, and near Lewis in Suſſex was fought 
a bloody Batte}, wherein the Lords prevail- 
ed, the King, with Richard his Brother 
King, of the Romans and twenty five other 
Noble-men being taken, and of the Com- 
mons above twenty thouſand flain. But 
Difference arthng between the two. great 
Heads of the Barons, Leiceſter and Gloceſter, 
the Latter joyns with the Prince cſcaped out 


+ andin London twenty thouſand were _ 


7 ] 
of Priſon, and killing Leiceſter and routing 
his Forces ſet the King at Liberty. 

Both the Kings Sons Edward and Ed- 
mund undertake the Holy-War, where the 
hrſt carrying his wife Eleanor Daughter of 
Ferdinand King, of Spain —_ with him, he 
happened to be treacheroufly wounded in 
three Places by a Saracen with a poiſoned 
knife, which by the Surgeons were judg- 


' e&d and had proved Mortal, if ſhe in Ex- 


ceſs of Love had not with ber Mouth ſuckt 
the Poiſon out of his Wounds, thereby ct- 
feting a Cure, which otherwiſe had been 
Incurable. 

During their abſence, their Father in 
Peace after all his Troubles dyed, on the {ix- 
teenth of November, 1272. having "_ 
e&fifty fix Years, leaving Sons, the {aid - 
Edward who ſucceeded him, and Edmund 
created Earl of Lancaſter, from whoſe Per- 
ſon the great Contention between Tork and 
Lancaſter took beginning z and three Daugh- 
ters one married to the King of Scotland, 
the other to the Duke of Britain, the third 
died youn 

In the Cond year of his Reign was 
{o great a Dearth,that People were conſtrain- 
ed to cat Horſe-Fleſh and Barks of Trees, 
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ed to Death for want of Food: and in his 
time was ſent over from the French King 
the firſt Elephant that ever was feen/in Eng- 
land, likewiſe Anno 1264. ' Five hundred 
Fews were lain in London, becauſe one of 
them would have forced a Chriſtian to have ' 
paid above two Pence Uſury for the Loan 
of two Shillings for one Week. 


EC 


CHAP. X. 


Edward the Firſt, by Reaſon of bis 
Tallneſs called Long-ſhank. 


His Heroick Prince began his Reign in 
November 1272. But being abſent in 

the Holy Land came not to England till 
above twelve Months afterwards, and then 
was joytully Crowned. His firſt Attempt 
was to reſtrain the Exorbitance of the Cler- 
gy, by the'Statute of Mortmain, forbidding 
the Encreaſe of their temporal Revenues 
©c. His next Enterprize was againſt Leolyn 
Prince of Wales who rebelled-againft him, 
but was ſoon after flain, and his head 
Crowned with Ivy {ct upon the Tower of 
Lontlon. This was 'the laſt of the Welch 


Princes, in'whoſe ſtead the Country being 
wholly 
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wholly ſubdued, and King Edward having 
a Son born in thoſe Territories viz.at Caer- 
narvan,having caus'd (*tis ſaid) his Queen to 
lye in there, on Purpoſe that they might 
have a Governour that was their Country- 
man, created him, viz. Edward that: ſuc- 
ceeded him in the Crown, Prince of Wales, 
whence the Title to this day belongs to the 
eldeſt Son of our Kings. 

And now grievous Wars ariſe with the 
Scots, whole King Alexander breaking his 
Neck by a Fall,and leaving no Iſſue, ſeveral 
Competitors, but eſpecially John de Bahiol 
and Robert Bruce pretended Title to the 
Crown, the Deciſion whereof was referred 
to King Edward as alledging a Right of 
Superiority over that Kingdom, who pla- 
ced the Crown on the-Head of Baliel, he 
doing Homage for the ſame to himſelf, But 
afterwards confederating with France againft 
King Edward, a mortal Diflention grew be- 
tween them; whereupon K. Edward marches 
towards Scotland,and wins Berwick,notwith- 
out the loſs of the Lives of 20000 Scotr,and 
takes Balts! Priſoner, leaving Officers there 
to manage that Realm, againſt whom Peter 
Walleys makes head, till Edward in a ſe- 
cond Expedition at the Battel of Fonkith 
kills above forty Scots, and ſeemed Maſter 


_ of the whole Land, the Scors ſwearing Feal. 
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ty to him the third time, but to little pur- 
poſe, for then-Bruce ſets up for King, which 
{o incenſed King Edward, that he provides 
a mighty Army, and ſweaxs his Son and 
Nobles that if he died in that Expedition 
they ſhould not bury his Corps, but carry 
it with them about Scotland, till they had 
vanquiſht the Uſurper, and abſolutely 
brought the Country to SubjeEtion, but be- 
fore his coming the Earl of Pembroke had 
put to flight the new King, with great 
flaughter at St. 20 Town, and our 
King had little to do but to cauſe Executi- 
on to be done on great Perfons taken Pri- 
ſoners, no Enemy daring to appear before, 
except that Invincible Enemy Death, who 
| here ſeiz'd him with a Bloody Flux, and 
Put an end to- his Triumphs the ſeventh of 
July 1307. and: thirty fifth Year of his 
Reign, having firſt ( amongſt other things) 
charged his Son on his Bleſſing never to re- 
call his old Companion in | | none 
Peirce Gavefton from . Baniſhment, that he 
ſhould carry his Bones about Scotland till he 
had ſubdued it, and {end his Heart to the 
Holy Land, with thirty two- thouſand 
Pounds which. he laid by for that Pur- 
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In this Kings time were all Jews baniſht 
out of England, being above hfteen thou- 
ſand, who had all their Goods confiſcate, 
he likewiſe by Proclamation forbad the 
burning of. Sea-coal in London and the 
Swhrurbs, for avoiding the noifome {moak. 
In his time Roger Bacon and Thomas Bungey, 
two learned Fryars, flouriſht z who being 
great Mathematicians, were in that Igno- 
rant Age counted Conjurers, whence were 
raiſed the Fables of a Braſen Head, and 
walling England round with Braſs &c. In 
the ſixteenth Year of this King, as he and 
his Queen fate in their Chamber in Gaſcorn 
upon a Bed talking together, a thunder- 
Bolt came in at the Wi ow, paſt between 
them.,and flew two of their Gentlemen that 
ſtood behind them. 


CHAP. XE 


King Edward the Second, 


He firſt A& this Degenerous Succeſſor 

of a glorious Prince did, was to break 

his Fathers Will, by calling home his Cro- 
ny Gareſton, on whom he beſtowed molt of 
the thirty thouſand Pounds that was ap- 


pointed 
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pointed for the Holy War, and ſo little 
minded carrying the brave old Kings Bones 
about Scotland that it-had been well he had 
ſuffer'd them quietly to be laid to reſt in 
England, for after the Corps had been 
kept fixteen Weeks above Ground, and 
Langton the Treaſurer and Exccutor of his 
Will was buſie in preparing for the Fune- 
ral, he cauſed him to be clapt up in Priſon, 
and all his Goods given to Gareſton, and 
then» very indecently, before he pertorm'd 
his Fathers Funerals, enters into a Treaty 
of his own Nuptials with the Daughter of 
France, which were. honour'd with -the 
Preſence of four Kings, viz. France, Na- 
varr, the Romans, and Sicily, and three 
Queens, viz. of France, the old Queen of 
England, and Queen of Navarr, and yet 
Gareſton exceeded them all in Bravery, who 
wholly poſſeſſing the Kings Aﬀections the 
Lords caus'd him feveral times to be ba- 
niſht, and the King as oft call'd him Home 
again : Inſomuch that . the Lords at laſt 
took Arms, and ſuprizing the ſaid Gareſton 
in Scarborough-Caltle, cut - off his Head, 
whoſe Body the King cauſed to be nobly 
buried, and built a Monaſtery on Purpoſe 
to pray for his Soul, He was the Son 


of an ordinary French Gentleman, of an 
exccl- 
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excellent Perfonage, and very witty, but 
excceding debaucht. 

And now Bruce King of Scotland under- 
ſtanding this- King Edward's eaſte Temper, 
takes Heart, and not only reduced all Scor- 
land but centred England, burning Towns 
&c. At laſt King Edward raiſes an Army, 
but like himſelf, fitter for a Court than a 
Camp; many men and great Bravery, but 
no Souldiersz and accordingly they ſpeed, 
tor though his Army conſifted of one hun- 
dred thouſand men, thirty thoufand Scots 
routed them at the fatal Battel of Bannocks- 
Borough, and as HedGtor Boetius will have it 
kill'd fifty thouſand of them 3 and- after- 
wards'were Maſters of the Land as farr as 
York; ſo that after ſeveral Difaſters the 
King was forced to make Truce with them 
for hfteen Years. 

After this he becomes to dote on two 0+ 
ther Favourites, one Spencer and his Father, 
as much as ever he did-on Gareſfton. And 
much more miſchict came of itz for the 
Lords ſiriving to remove them by force, and 
being defeated, the Earl of Lancaſter and 
above twenty of the greateſt men in the 
Realm are put to Death#+ Then the Queen 
affronted by the ſaid Spencer goes over into 
France with a Gallant, One Mortimer, and 
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refuſing to come back is baniſht, but then 
like a true Woman ſhe will come back, and 
to their Coſts ; for ſhe comes with an Ar- 
my, frights the King from London into 
Wales, where he is taken with his Spencers, 
Father and Son, which laſt are hang'd 
drawn and quarter'd, and himſelf that 
Winter kept Priſoner till Chriſtmaſs, and 
then depoſed, and made to reſign his 
Crown, when he had Reign'd almoſt nine- 
teen Years, He lived but half a Year after 
his Depoſing, being by Means of the Queens 
ilent Councellors hurried from Place to 
lace, in particular carrying him to Barkſey- 
Caſtle: To the End he ſhould not be known, 
they ſhaved his Head and Beard in a moſt 
inſolent Manner, for taking him from his 
Horſe, they ſet him on a Hillock, and ta- 
king puddle-water out of the next Ditch 
went to waſh him, teNling him, cold Water 
muſt ſerve for this time, whereat the miſce- 
rable King looking ſternly upon them, faid 
he would have warm Water to waſh him 
whether they would or no and to make 
good his Word preſently ſhed a ſhower of 
Tears, Wn the faid Caſtle after ſeveral 
hard{hips he was by his inhumane Kee- 
pers murdered, being - firſt ſtifled in his 
Bed, and afterwards a red hot Iron thruk 
thorow 
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thorow a Pipe up into his fundament, that 
it might not be diſcovered, 

In the eighth Year of his Reign was fo 
terrible a Famine that Dogs and Horles 
were caten, and Thieves in Priſon pluckt 
fuch as were new brought in to pieces,and 
devour'd them halt alive, which occafion'd 
ſuch a Peſtilence that the living were ſcarce 
able to bury the dead. And in his time 
digging the Foundation of a Work about 
Paxls,an hundred Heads of Oxen and Kine 
were found, which-confirm'd: the Opinion, 
that in the old time the ſame had been a 
Temple of Fupiter or Diana, where was Sa- 
crifice of Beaſts, And then lived Sir Fobn 
Mandevile the great Traveller, a Doctor in 
Phylick. 


CHAP. XII. 
King Edward the Third. 


Af the depoling of the Father, \Ed- 
ward the Son is proclaimed King,the 
ſeventeenth Rang 1327. But being: not 
above fifteen Years of Age,during his Mino-! 
rity \ Aﬀairs were managed by the old: 
Queen and her Friend Mortimer, — 

clude 
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clude a diſhonourable Peace with the Scots, 
and a Match between David Brace the Scots 
King's Son, but ſeven Years old, and our 
Kings Siſter, not ſo much. . But in the third 
Year of his Reign the Queen by the Parlia- 
ment is confined to a Caſtle, where ſhe re- 
main'd thirty Years, till her Death, with 
whom juſt ready to go to bed, was taken 
Mortimer by the King in Perſon, and ſeveral 
Lords, who being, charged amongſt other 
Crimes with being too familiar with the 
Queen and betraying the Realm, was drawn 
to 'Tyburn and there hang'd up, his Body 
remaining an opprobrious Spectacle for all 

Bcholders. 
About this time a Title to the Crown 
and Kingdom of France fell to this King 
- Edward. For Charles the French King dy- 
- ing without Iſſue, it came to him as being 
the Son of 1/abel Siſter to the ſaid Charles, 
but they alleadging the Salick Law exclu- 
ded all Females, and ſuch as claim under 
them from the Crown, ſet up Phillip Va- 
lo King, as being though more remote, 
yet deſcended of a Maſculine Line, and 
King, Edward had yet no Leiſure to dif- 
uu it, being engaged in Scotland on the be- 
alt of young Ball, with whom he joined 
to-xecover that Kingdom from the Uurper 
Da- 
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David Brxce, though his Brother in Law; 
and 'in a Battel at Hallidown-Hil! ſlew thir- 
ty thouſand Scots, eſtabliſhing Balzol ih the 
Throne upon Homage perform'd, all which 
time Bruce and his Wife remained in 
France, : 

Having ſecured that troubleſome and 
dangerous back Door, he takes upon him- 
{elf the Title and Arms of King of France ; 
and having deſtroy'd a Navy of two hun- 


dred Ships that lay to hinder his Fallage, 
e 


and ſlain therein' thirty thouſand men, 
entred France with an Army of fifty five 
thouſand, and beſieged Twrnay, but a Trace 
was concluded fer the preſent. - However, 
about two Years after, Kirg' Edward goes 
again over with ' the Mack Prince his Sofi' 
ther! but fiftten? Years of Ape, and takes 
Harflewy, the City of Camtand divers other 
Cities, - marching 'through the *{veral Pro- 
vinces at his Pleaſure, till having- mach 
wenkned &leffen'd the number of-his nien, 
being -\then'' above thirty - thouſand, - the 
French King'\with an Army of above {ixty 
thouſand gives him Battel at'Creſſy, but is 
totally routed, having thirty th mer 
Main, and King Ph#lip himſelf forc'd to fly 
in the Night to Bray, where the Guards 
asking, who goes there? He anſwered — 
| | Ys 
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mournfully, the Fortune of France and be- 
ing known by his Voice was received into 
the Town with the Tears and Lamentations 
of his People, this memorable Victory was 
obtained on Bartholomew day 1346, And 
{ſoon after, Calice is taken. 

In the mean time David King of Scets 
invaded England with an Army of fixty 
thouſand, but by ſeveral Lords and the 
Queen in Perſon is routed at Nevils-Croſs 
in. the Biſhoprick, fifteen thouſand - of his 
men ſlain, and he himſelf taken Prifoner 
and brought to London. 

Phillip the French King dying, his Son 
Fobn {ucceeds; and Edward the black Prince 
then grown up, having made great, Hayock 
in France, at laſt happens the tamoys Battel 
of -Poydiiers,. the 'minetcenth of + September: 
1357. The Engliſh were not. above \teny 
ſome 1ay but fax thouſand, and theſe weak) 
and weary. but the French above three-; 
{core thouſand, ſo..that the,;Prince-;was 
content, to haye ſurxendred. what Places he 
had. got 3. but, nothing . would. ſerve , the 
French King, but he mutt, as vanquithed, ren+ 
der himſelt and his Army to his Diſcretion; 
whereupon he rather. chuſes to fight him 
which ſhe did ſo ſucceſsfully, that he ut- 
terly defeated that valt-. Army, kill'd above 

two 
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two thouſand perſons of Quality, and took 
King John bimſclf and divers Lords Priſc- 
ners, who was brought over into England, 
to keep company with his Friend David 
King of Scotland, who both with King Ed- 
ward and the Prince, dinedaltogether at the 
Lord Mayorsz and for this Victory, a 
Thankſgiving was appointed throughout 
all England foreight dayes together. 

The French King was afterwards Ran- 
(omcd for three Millions of Crowns of Gold, 
and the Black Prince goes into Spain, and 
with one Battcl with thirty thouſand againſt 
an hundred thouſand men, puts Peter King 
of Caſtile into poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, 
from whence he had been lately driven by 
the French and Arragonians \ but returning 
trom thence dies, to the great grict of King 
Edward his Father, who not long after, viz. 
the 21 of Jane 1377. dicd- himſelf, in the 
{ixty fourth year of his Age, and twoand | 
fftieth of his Reign. In his time happen- 
ed a grievous Peſtilence, which' continued 
eight or nine years, and for ſome time fo 
great, that in London between January and 
July died 57374 perſons, and in Tarmonth 
in one year 7052. In the deventh year of 
his Reign was fo great a Plenty, that a 
Quarter of Wheat "_ {old for two ſhillings, 
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a fat Ox for a Noble, a fat Sheep for fix |! 


Pence, and a Pig for a Penny. He was bu- | 
Ticd in Weſtminſter Church, where the Sword | 


he uſed in Battel is yet to be (cen, being 
Eight pound in weight, and ſeven foot long, 
In his time lived Sir {fey Chaxcer, our 
Engliſh Homer, who happily turn'd the 
Groves of Woodſtock, into the Banks of Heli- 
con. - This King left ſeveral Children, but 
eſpecially John of Gaunt, who married the 
ſole Heir of the Houſe of Lancaſter, whoſe 
Iſue Henry came to be King 3 and Edmmnd 
of Langley, afeerwards created Duke of 
Jork, 


— — —_— 


CHAP. X111. 
King Richard the Second. 


Af ter the Death of King Edward the 
£ 3. third, Richard the Son of the Black 
Prince, being by his Grandfather in his Lite- 
time declared his Heir and rightful Succel- 
for, was Crowned Fuly 16. 1377, being 
but eleven years old 3 Authority was com- 
mitted to Jobn Duke of Lancaſter and F4- 
emnd Duke of Tork his Uncles, with ſeve- 
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ral other Lords and Biſhops to Manage the 
State. | 

Now the French hoping for an advan- - 
tage by the Kings Minority, burn the Town 
of Rye, and land in the Ifle of Wight, and 
and offer Miſchief at ſeveral other places, 
but arc every where immediately repell'd 
with loſs ; as likewiſe the Scots were, who 
came on the ſame Errand. In his firſt Par- 
liament, Alice Price, the late Kings Mi- 
{ireſs, was baniſl'd, and all her Goods 
(which were very conſiderable) confiſcated. 
In the ſixth year of his Reign, happened 
ſeveral great Inſurretions, eſpecially in 
Kent > where a ColleQtor of Poll-money 
coming to the Houſe of one Wat Tyler 
a Thatcher, and demanding a Groat for his 
Daughters head, her Mother alledged (he 
was not of Age to pay the rude fellow 
ſwore he would preſently ſee that, and 
thereupon forcibly turn'd up her Coats ; 
whereat the Mother making an out-cry, her 
husband, at work hard by, comes running, 
and with his Lathing-ſtaff beat out the Col- 
lefors brains 3 and preſently gathers a Rab- 
ble, and ripps up the ground of their miſ- 
government, and by degrees encreaſcd, and 
appeared at Black-beath near an hundred 

ouſgand ſtrong z whence they march'd.to 
D 2 London, 
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London, cut off the heads of the Arch-biſhop 


of Canterbury Lord Chancellor, and Sir Ru | 


bert Hales Lord Treaſurer, burn'd the Law- 
yers Books and Writings in the Temple, 
and other miſchiefs. At laſt William Wal- 
worth, Mayor of London, coming to Wat Ty- 
der at the head of his Rabble in Smith/ield, 
kill'd him with his Dagger, and immedi- 
ately the King comes riding up, crying out 
to the Commons, he would be their Cap- 
tain, and ſee all their Grievances redreſs'd, 
which, together with a power of armed men 
coming, upon them, made them forthwith 
fling down their Weapons and beg for. par- 
don, grantcd to all except Fack Strarr, and 
{ome other Ring-lcaders, who were execu- 
ted. For this Gallant Exploit Walworth was 
Knighted, and the: Dagger added to the 
City Arms. The Delign of theſe Rebels 
as Straw declarcd at his death, was, to 


ſeize the King, deſtroy all the Nobles, Law| 


yers and Clergy, except begging Fryars 
whom they would keep to adminilter the 
Sacraments : to burn the City, takes away 
the Cuſtom of Bondmen, deviſe new Laws 
and ſet up a King in each County, &. 
Fobn of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter, in the 
right of his Wife Conftance Daughter of the 


King of Caſtile, pretends to the Crown df 


Spain , and goes thither with an 1} 
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where, after ſeveral Adventures a: Peace is 
concluded, on agreement that Henry the 
King of Spains eldeſt Son ſhould marry Ka- 
tharine the Dukes Daughter, and the Duke 
receive'ten thouſand Marks a year, 
Differences ariſe between King Richard 
and his Parliament, he demanding Money, 
and they wary in Granting any, complain=- 
ing of Favourites, and ill Miniſters about 
him 3 inſemuch that thirteen- Lords were 
choſen by the Parliament to have the over- 
ſight of Aﬀairs under the King, but this the 
King - ſoon after revokes whereupon the 
Lords take Arms, and after ſome Freaties, 
come to London with an Army of forty thou- 
ſand men, and banilh ſeveral Great men 
from the Court. 
"Aﬀeer this a Parliament began ( cal- 
led* che Parliament 'that wrought” won- 
ders,” ) the firlt day whereof all the Judges 


*$ {butone) as they fat in their places, were 


Arreſted; and ſent to the Tower, and - Sir 
Robert Trefilian Lord Chict Juſtice, not then: 
appearing, 'was ſoon aftcr found in an Apo-: 
thecaries thop, and hanged at Tyburn. 

Aboat his/ fifteenth year, on- occation of 
a Riot and ſome undutitul carriage, the Li- 
berties of the - City of London were {cized, 
and rhey at laſt forc'd to pay ten thouſand 
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[54] | 
pounds to have them reſtored. In his twen- | 
tieth year, the King goes over into France, 
and had an Interview with the French * 
King, with extraordinary Magnthcence, © 
where a Peace was concluded, and King | 
Richard raarried the Lady Iſabel ( not above | 
cight years cf Age )) Daughter of the French 
King. *Tis faid this Journey coit him this- 
ty thouſand Marks. 

Henry of Bullingbrook , Son of Fohu Duke | 
ef Lancaſter, -and; yow Duke of Hevfen| 
being banith'd, has tidings brought him in- 
to. France, that his Father was dead, and 
that the King had f{eiz'd on all his Lands 3 
Whereupon, aiming at the Crown, and be- 
ing invited by a Faction, he comes back in» 
to England, pretending only to. take poſlefs 
fon of his Dukedom of Lancgfter and In- 
heritances deſcended, to him from his. Fas 
ther, which drew in- many 'to aſſiſt him, 
Kivg Richard was at that time abſent in 
treland, who at length coming - over - too 
late, was taken at Flint-Caſtle, and tnding 
the Faction reſolved to depoſe him, did on} 
the twenty ninth of ay pe 1399. make. 
a ſeeming volontary Reſignation of his | 
Crown, defiring that his Cozen German 
the Duke of Lancaſter might (ucceed. After | 
which, he was conveyed to Leeds-Caſtle in 

Kent, 


- 
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Kent, and thence to Pomfret, where he is 
ſaid to have been murder'd by one Sir Piers 
of Exton, having Reigned twenty two years- 
and three months. 

In his time Fohn Wickliff oppoſed Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, and other (Errors of the 
Church of Rome. In his fourteenth year, 
on Chriſtmas day, a Dolphin was taken at. 
London Bridge. In the laſt year of his Reign 
all the Bay-trees in England withered, and 
afterwards grew Green again 3 and a River 
near Bedford ſuddenly cealed its Courſe, fo 
as the Channel remained dry for three miles 
ſpacez which was adjudgcd to fignifie the 
Revolt of his Subjets. In the beginning 
of his- Reign, viz. about the year 1380. 
Guns were invented by a German Monk, 
who beating Brimſtone in a Mortar, co- 
ver'd with a Stone, a Spark happening to 
fall therein, blew up the ſtone > Where- 
upon taking the hiat from that obſervation, 
mixing the Ingredients, and putting them 
into a Pipe of Iron, he at laſt finitht the 
deadly Engine. | 
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CHAP. XIIL 


Henry the Fourth. 


A Fter the Reſignation of King Richard, 
Henry of Lancaſter aſftumes the Crown, 

as deſcended in a right Line from Henry 
the third his great Grandfather, yet, but 
from a ſecond Son of that Henry, whereas 
there was living Roger Earl of March Son 
and Heir of Philippa, eldeſt Daughter and 
Heir to Lionel Duke of Clarence. one of the 
Sons of King Edward the third, which Re 
ge in a Parliament of the fourth Year of 
ing Richard the ſecond had been declared 
and proclaimed Heir Apparent to the Crown, 
but at preſent muſt ſubmit, though his F& 
muly afterwards obtained the Royal Dignt 
ty in Edward the fourth. And here began 
the Feuds betwixt the Houſe of Lancaſter ot 
red Roſe, whereof this King was the firſt} 
and the Houſe of Clarence atterwards called 
the Houſe of York, or white Roſe, ( for by 
thoſe Badges they were dittinguiſhed } 


| 
; 
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which cauſed mighty Slaughters and Trou- 
bles in the Land, not quite appeaſed for! 
near fourſcore Years, viz. till they both| 


became united by Henry the ſeventh, true! 
Heir} 
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Heir of the Lancaſtrians, marrying Elizabeth 
eldeſt Daughter of Edward the fourth true. 
Heir of the Houſe-of Tork, 

In the ſecond Year of this King Henry's. 
Reign one Owen Glendour a Welch Gentle- 
man, but educated. in one of the Inns of 
Court at Londen, raiſed a Rebcllion in 
Waites, and did -much ſpoil, taking Priſo- 
ner the Lord. Edmnuad. Mortimer who reliſt- 
&d them. : And ſome- time. after, the Pzer- 
cies, Earls 'of Northumberland and Worceſter, 
for relcaling the ſaid Mortimer their Kinſ- 
man, enter into a Confederacy with the 
ſaid Owen Glendonur, ( who was induced 
thereunto by a fooliſh Prophecy) to divide 
the Realm, between them &c. But Kin 
Henry tcll upon them near Shrewfbury, 0. 
kill'd fix thouſand of them, whereof *tis 
ſaid thirty fix the King flew with his own- 
hands, after which, Glendoxr fied into the 
Mountains, and being abandon'd of all, 
was. famiſhed in. the. Woods; .a_ juſt End 
for ſuch as -upon the conceit of ridiculous 
pretended Prophecies, will venture into 
Rebellion. Anno 1404, The French made 
ſeveral attempts upon the Iſle of. Fight, and 
other parts South and Weſt, bur were con- 
tinually beaten off with Loſs. . About this 
time. was a Parliament aſſembled at Caven- 
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try, call'd Parliamentum Indofium, or the | 
Lay-mens Parlament, becauſe the Sheriffs 
were commanded not to retum any Law» | 
yers for either Knights or Burgeſles. 

The Kings Son, Prince Henry being natu- 
rally valiant, and not yet full feaſon'd, but 
drawn away with the wildneſs of Youth 
and ill Company, committed feveral Ex- 
travagances 3 and in particular, one of, his 
Companions being arraigned for Felony, he 
would by force have taken him away ' 
from the Kings Bench Bar, but being with- 
food by the Lord Chief Juſtice, he ſtepped 
to him, and ſtruck him over the face; 
whereat the Judge nothing daunted, roſe 
up, and told him, that he did not this af- 
front to him, but to the King his Father, 
in whoſe place he fate-3 and- therefore-to- 
make him know his fault, he commands. 
him forthwith to be committed* 3 The 
Prince, upon recollection, being fmitten 
with his Grave and Majeftick words, 
obey'd the Judges Sentence, and ſuffered 
himfelf tobe led to Prifon 3 which being 
preſently told the King, he wonderfully re--| 
Joyced thereat, as. well that he had a Judge | 
of that Courage as a Son of ſich Submiſſion. | 

King Henry, having freed himfelf from all | 
his Troubles, makes great preparation fora, 
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Voyage to the Holy Land, though he were 
told by a South-ſayer that he ſhould dye in 
Joys which proved nearer home than 

e imagined z' for being at Prayers at 
St. Edwards Shrine, he was ſuddenly taken - 
with an Apoplexy, and being carried into 
the Abbot of Weſtminſter's houſe, when he 
recovered his Senſes, finding himſelf in a 
ftrange place, he ask'd how they call'd it ? 
and being told, in the Abbots houſe, in a 
Chamber cal d Jeruſalem , Well then, fays - 
he, Lord have mercy on me, This is the Ferns 


ſalem where I was told 1 ſhould dye: which + 


happen'd accordingly, March the twentieth 
1413. when he had reigned thirteen years 

and an halt. He was buried at Canterbury. 
In the third year of his Reign, in March, 
appearcd a Blazing Star, fixft betwixt the 
Eaſt and North, and then calting hery- 
beams towards the. North. The ſame year, 
at Danbury in+ Eſſex, the Devil in the (hape 
of a Gray Friar came into the Church,,and 
put the People into great affrightment, the . 
rather, for that at the ſame. time there was 
a. molt violent tempeſt of Whirlwind'-and * 
Thunder, that carried away the Steeple, and - 
broke dowr. halt the Chancely;&ec - In-the 
fourth. year of this King died the famous 
William VWickpam, who. tron a poor, __- 
oy 


[. 60 ] 
but ſmall Scholar, came to be Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter, Lord Keeper, and abundance of other 
Preferments. He built New Colledge in 
Oxford, and the Colledge at Wincheſter, dif- 
charged all the Priſoners throughout his Di- 
oceſe, that lay in Execution for debt under 
twenty pound 3 amended all the High ways 
from Winchefter to London, on each tide of 
the River, and divers other Noble Acts of 
Charity, The ſame year died Chaxcer, and 
and five years after Fohn Gower ( who lies 
buried in St. Mary Overies Southwark,) the 
two Fathers of Engliſh Poetry. 


<— 


CHAP, XV. 
King Henry the Fifth. 


Envy the fifth of that name, Son of Hen 
ry the fourth, was Crowned on the 
ninth of April 1412, and with his Condi- 
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tion, his Nature ſeem'd: wholly chang'd.] 
Scarce ſhall-we read of a more extravagant 
Prince, no where of a more brave, regula, | 
and noble King 3 which he preſently = 
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fed by ſending for all his old wilde Compa- 
nions, and giving them ſuch competent 
Gitts as might maintain them in an honeſt 
ard temperate courſe of Life ; but withal 
ſtrictly charged, that none of them ſhould 
come within twenty miles of the Court,” till 
they had given ſufhcient proof of the amend- 
ment of their Manners. 

He hnding himſelf firmly ſettled on his: 
Throne, began to revivethe Title of his An- 
celtors to the Crown of France, which he 
ſolemnly demanded by his Ambafſadours, 
but was ſcornfully anſwer'd ; and *tis faid, 
the Dauphin ( who in the - French: Kings 
lickneſs managed the State ) ſent him a 
Tun of Tennis-balls, in derifion. of his 
Youth, as fitter to play with them [than to 
manage Arms 3 which ſo incenſed: King 
Henry, that he vow'd it (ſhould not be long 
ere he would to's ſuch Iron Balls amongft 
them, that the beſt Arms in France ſhould 
not be able to. hold a Racket 'to: return 
them. Accordingly he crofſed the-Sea with 
an Army, and landed in Normandy, where 
he took the ſtrong Town of Harflew, and 
marching, through Picaydy, not having a+ 
bove ſeven thoulind men, was encountred 
by the French, being near threeſcore thou- 


2 


[. 62 ] 
ſand, at a place call'd Agincourt ; where, 
conſidering the number of his Enemies, and 
to avoid the fury of their Cavalry, he char- 
ged every Archer to take a ſharp ſtake itud- 
ded with Iron, about fix foot long, and 
pitch them aſlope before them, removeable 
by Pioneers, as: there ſhould be occafion ; 
which _ provided, and publick Prayers 
humbly made, he expected the Enemy, who 
about nine of clock in the morning with 
much pride and {corn attacqu'd him, but 
their horſes being gall'd on the ſaid ſtakes, 
were put into. confuſion, and thereby dif- 
order'd the reſt of their Army behind them, 
& that the Vidory fell (with little loſs) to 
the Englifk, of whom. were only ſain the 
Duke of York,, who had the leading of the 
Van, and the Duke of S»ffolk,, of perſons 
of Note, and not above twenty {ix com- 
mon People, as moſt Writers teftihe ; which 
may. be counted” ( as Sir R. Bakgr obſerves) 
rather a Miracle than a Victory : for of the 
French there were flain above ten thouſand. 
This Batteb was fought the 25th of Otfober, 
1416. King Henry cauſing his whole Army: 


in Array as they were to give God thanks, | 


by finging that Pfalm of David, When If 
rao went. + of Ep ypt,,&c. Proclamation 
being made that every one at the Words 


Ne 
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Not wnto us, O Lord, bat to thy Name give 
the glory, ſhould kneel down, and the Horſe- 
men bow their Bodies, &c, And at his re- 
turn to Londen, ſhortly after, where he was 
Magnificently received, gave ſtrict order that 
no Ballad or Song ſhould be made or ſung, 
more than of Thankſgiving to God for his 
Succeſs, but without words of either di{-- 
gracing the French or extolling the Eng» 
liſh. 

At this time the Emperour Sigifmunt 
came over to give King Henry a Vitit, who 
was nobly: treated: at Windſor, and admit- 
ted to-the order of the Garter, -- The French 
attempting, to retake Harflew, and -having 
blockr up the Mouth of the: River Syne, 
with a great Navy, the Duke of Bedford 
went. againſt them with a--powerful Fleet; 
and deſtroyed ur all five thandred Ships, 
and reheved the-- Town. 

On' the / twenty" third of "July, in the 
third Year of ,his Reign, King Monny went 
over again into France from Porrſmonth, 
with an Army of 25528 fighting men, 
and a thouſand Pioners, and took the Cit- 
ties of Caen, and Roan, and indeed -went 
on vidtorioufly: at his Pleaſure, tilt at laſt 
the French King ſued for Peace; which up- 
on an Interview. was conchided, King 


Henry 
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H-nry marrying, the Lady Katharine, the 
French King's Daughter, and being ap- 
pointed Regent of France for the preſent, 
and Heir apparent to that-Crown, which 
was conhrmed by the thee Eſtates of 
France -in moſt Authentick manner; The. 
Lords ſpiritual and temporal ſwearing to. be 
obedient in all things to King Henry as Re- 
gent, and after'the Death of Charles ſhould 
become his true Licge men and Subjects. 
Aﬀeer he and his new Queen had- for ſome 
time been honourably treated at. Paris, they, 
came over, and the was Crowned, at Weſt- 
minſter, at which the King of Scots, was 
preſent. | 38+ 

Upon. St, Nicholas day 1422. the Queen 
was delivered'of a Son at-Windſor (that abs 
terwards ſucceeded to the Crown )- of 
whom *tis {aid, his Father, in. a prophe- 


tick Rapture, thus expreſt himſelf, Good | 
Lord! I Henry of Monmouth ſþll- ſmal 
time Reign. and much get, | and Henry o 
Windſor ſhall long time Reign and loſe alh 


but Gods Will be done.. Which proved true, 
for the Dauphin, who had never conſented 


g 


| 


| 


to the Peace with King Henry, befieging' 
Town called Cofney, King Henry went. over | 
to relieve it, but falling fick, ſome. ſay of a | 
Fever, others a Pleuriſy, | and ſome think 
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poiſon'd, he died at Bois de Vincennes 1 
whence his Body was conveyed in State to 
Paris, thence to Weſtminſter, and there In- 
tcrred, dying in the prime of his Age not 
above hve or (ix and thirty, after he had 
Reigned nine Years and tive Months, lea- 
ving his Brother, the Duke of Bedford, 
Regent of France, and his Brother the Duke 
of Glocefter ( commonly called the good 
Duke.) Protetor of England, and of his 
Sons Perſons, exhorting them to Unity 
between themſelves, to be Loyal to their 
young King, afliftant to his dear Queen, 
preſerve what hc had got, and never make 
Peace with the Pauphin untill he ſhould 
abſolutely ſubmit. | 

His Queen Katharine afterwards married 
Owen  Teudor an Eſquire of Wales of a 
moſt tovely Perfonage, by whom ſhe had 
Edmund afterward Earl of Richmond, who 
marrying the {ole Heir of Fohn Beawfort Earl 
of Sommerſet, was by her Father, unto King 
Henry the ſeventh the only Heir of the 
houſe of Lancaſter, 

In this King's Reign Sir Fobn Old-Ca- 
file Lord Cobbam, favouring the Doctrine 
of Wicklife, was much troubled, and at laft 
hang'd in a Chain by the middle in St. 


Giles's Fields, and ſo conſumed by Fire, 
Gal- 
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Gallowes and all; ſaid to be for railing ; 
Sedition, though he were alf{o convicted of 
Herclie, and thence *tis like had a ſhare in 
both Puniſhments. _ | 
The Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury in a Sy-| 
nod at Rocheſter made a Decrec, that the 
Holy Scriptures ought not to be tranſlated 
into the Engliſh Tongue, but "tis nc 
that ſhortly after, his own Tongue {well'd | 
fo big towards the Root, that he could} 
neither ſpeak nor ſwallow, but in Horrour | 
hy languiſhing till with Famine he dyed, | 
In the fourth Year of this King's Reign | 
was began the Council of, Conſtance, when } 
*twas decrced that Eng/aNd thould have the! 
Title of the Engliſh Nation, and one of the} 
hve principal Nations of Chriſtendome in 
Rank before Spain. At: the ſame time Feby 
Huſt and Ferom of Prague were both burn'd 
there, notwithſtanding the Emperour's Let 
ters of Safe-condu@, and three Popes fet up 
all at once, were all three put down, and 
a new legitimate Pope choſen, which had 
not been in the ſpace of twenty nine 
Years before, ſo great is the Unity and fair 
the Succeſſion which the Romani/ts boaſt oh. | 
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CHAP. XVI. 
King Henry the Sixth. 


He? the only Child of Henry the fifth, 
being ſcarce nine months old ſucceed- 
cd his Father, whoſe Infancy being aſfilted 
with good Protc&tors, his Afﬀairs ſucceeded, 
ed well, but afterwards began continually 
to decline, till at laſt he loſt not only moſt 
of his Father's Conqueſts abroad, but even 
his Crown at home. 

His Regevt in France was the Duke of 
Bedford, athſted by the two Terrors of the 
French, Thamas Mantacute Fart of Saliebury, 
and John Lord Talbot, who caufed their 


| young Ting to be proclaimed in Paris, and 
wt 


oyert e Dauphin (who his Fa» 
thezs Death had UIkewiſe cauſed himſelf to 
be proclaimed King of France in ſeveral. 
Eattels, 

In the Year 1431. King Henry not yet 
above nine Years old, being ſent for over 
by. the Duke of Bedford, was with great 
Solemnity Crowned King. of France in Pa- 
71, and received the Oaths of Homage and 
Fealty of all the French Nobility that were 


preſent and of all the Inhabitants of _ 
an 
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and places adjacent. A little before this, a 


woman called commonly La Puce/le de Diem, 


the Maid of God, pretended to be ſent by | 
Heaven to help the French, and expell the} 
Engliſh, and marching along with the Ar- 
mies, by her Counſel and Encouragement 
did the Engliſh much miſchief, till at Jaſt 


ſhe was taken by them, and being Judicial | 


ly condemned for a Sorcereſs, was publick- | 
ly burnt at Roan. | 

But on the fourteenth of September 1435, | 
the wiſe and valiant Duke of Bedford died} 


at Paris, with whom we may fay ina man-} 


ner expired the good Fortune of the Engliſh 
in France, He was buried in a ſtately Mo- 
nument at Roan, which ſome would after- 
wards have had demoliſht, as diſhonourabk 
to the French Nation 3 but King Lewis an- 
ſwered, © God forbid T ſhould give way td 
fo diſhonourable an At, as to diſquiet his deal 
Bones wha living would have diſquieted us all: 
it ſavours of baſeneſi to inſult upon 4 deat 
Lion. | 

Soon after this, Paris after having bei 
ſeventeen Years in Poſſcihon of the EngliÞ, 


revolts, and expells them, whoſe Example [ 
was followed by abundance of other Pla- | 
CES. | 

1441, One | 
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I441, One Margery Jordan called the 
Wuch of Eye in Suffolk, was burnt in' 
Smithfield; tor endeavouring to deltroy 
the King by Sorcery, making his Picture jn 
Wax, which as it conſumed {o ſhould his 
Body walt away. 

Then King Henry contrary to the adviſe 
of many of his Lords, marrics the Lady 
Margaret, Neecc to the French Queen, and 
Daughter to the Duke of Anjou 3 who ſty- 
led himſelf King of Sicily and Naples, but 
had only the Title, which Marriage cauſes 
many ſad Inconveniences. For ſhe and the 
Marqueſs of S»ffolk (who made that Match) 
manage all things at their Pleaſure, and 
procure the Kings Uncle the good Duke of 
Gloceſter, ' to be privately condemned for 
imaginary Crimes, and ſome ſay murder- 
cd, being found dead in his Bed; which 
indiſcreet At open'd a way to the Duke of 
Tork, to pretend to the Crown, which he 
could not do during his Lite, being de- 
{cended but from Edmrnd of Langly the 
htth Son of Edward the third, whereas 
this Duke Humphery was deſcended from 
Fobn a Gawnt the fourth Son3 amongſt other 
good Qualities, *tis ſaid he was well learn- 
ed in Altrology, whereot he wrote. a ſpeci- 
al Treatiſe intituled, Tabula DireGionum. 


Anno 


- 
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Anno 1450; the Duke of Tork begins (e- | 
cretly to cauſe ditturbances. One Fack 
Cade, otherwiſe called Mortimer, and pre- 
tended to be his Couſin, ſtyling himſelf} 
Captain Mend-all, to redreſs Grievances, 
raiſcd great Multitudes in Kent, with whom 
he marched into London, and paiſing, London- 
Stone, ſtruck his Sword therein, ſaying, Now 
# Mortimer Lord of this City > but taking 
too much liberty at laſt of plundering, after} 
ſome dayes miſrule, he was driven out, his 
Company diſperſed, and himſelt taken in | 
a Garden in Svſſex, though not yielding till 
he was ſlain ; whoſe Body being ſent tof 
London, his Head was ſet on the Bridge} 
and his Quarters at four ſeveral Towns in} 
Kent. 
In 1455, the Duke of York, in hatred to 
the Duke of Somerſet, joyns with Richard 
Earl of Salizbury, and his brave Son the 
Earl of Warwick and others, who levy an 
Army, and hght the King at St. Albans 
where Somerſet is ſlain, and with him five# 
thouſand menz the King himſelf hurt in the 


Neck with an Arrow, flics to a poor thatcht| 
houſe, where the Viorious Lords come to} 
him on their knees, deliring pardon for 
what was paſt, ſince now the Common 
Enemy was ſlain z To which the good! 

King | 


[71] 
{.. | King, being affrighted, anſwered, Let there 
ick be no more killing then, and I will do what you 


yo. | will have me. Whereupon a Parliament is 
1g} called, and the Duke of Tork made Protector 
& | of the Kings Perſon, and the Realm 3 but 
ms the Queen ſoon cauſed this Agreement to 
1. 4 be countermanded, and after ſome time $4- 
wt Jixbury 1s kill'd 3 the Duke of Tork retreats 
ng | to Ireland, and Warwick to Calice, of which 
ter} he was Captain, and are all in Parliament 
je | Attainted of Treaſon, and their Lands and 


. | Goods ſeized; But Warwick lands in Kent, 
11+ gets the love of London, fights and routs the 
Kings Army near Northampton, and took 
: his Majeſty Priſoner 3 but the Queen and 
2 "| Prince fled into the North. 

And now in a Parliament *tis agreed that 
Henry ſhould be King for his Lite, but 
8 Richard declared Heir apparent ſhould fuc- ' 
hes ceed. And if any of Henry's Friends 

ſhould attempt the diſannulling this A&, 

+ then the Duke ſhould have weckant poſſeiſh- 
16s ON of the Crown But the Queen procures 
| an Army in the North, whom the Duke of 
if York, meets at Wakefield, and there is ſlain 
with three thouſand of his men 3 Then his 

! Son Edward is left to finiſh the difficult 
work which he had cut out 3 firſt, he van. 
quiſhes part of the Kings Forces in the —_ 
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then marches, ( carrying King Henry with 
them) to hight the Queens Army at St. 4/- 
bans, but there they are worſted, and the 
King releaſed by his Queen 3 but her Army 
being diſorderly, London would not receive 
them, ſo that they were forced to retire. 
In the mean time the new Duke of Tork 
ſtrengthens hitaſelf, and coming to London 
on the fourth of March 1460, is with great 
ſolemnity made King. And here all Wri- 
ters agree to end the Reign of this King, 
though he lived twelve years after, and 
once more had the Sovereign Power, but it 
did not continue, He had now ruled thirty 
eight years, left one Son, who wag after 
killed by Crook-back'd Richard, and 9 
likewiſe was the Father himſelf, as we ſhall 
ſhortly acquaint you. In the thirty ſixth 
year of his Reign it rained blood in Bedford- 
ſhire. About this time the Twrk took Cor 
ftantinople from the Chriftians, which has 
ever ſince been the chief Seat of his Empire, 
And the Art of Printing found out at Mw 

wice in Germany, was praiſed in Weſt 
minſter-Abbey by William Caxton of: Low 
don, Mexcer; Anno 1471, 


CHAP.| 


—— 
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CHAP. XVIE, 
King Edward the Fonrth, 
| Þ hn Edward being acknowledg'd King, 


was not at leiſure to attend the Ce- 
remony of Coronation, but muſt once more 
hght for a Crown before he wears it. . For 
King Henry had got together an Army in 
the North of threeſcore thouſand, againſi 
whom King Edward marcht, having: not 
forty thouſand, and therefore being inferi- 
or in number, ordered no Quarter to be 
given; which occalion'd a mighty flaughter, 
there being flain that day {nx and thirty 
thouſand ſeaven hundred  threeſcore and 
fixteen Perſons, whereby King Henry's. Ar- 
my being totally routed, he . with : his 
and Prince fledto the King of Scots 
for Aid, and ſoon after the Queen .went 
on the ſame Errand into Francez- inthe 
mean time Edward is triumphantly-Crown- 
ed the twenty cighth of June 1461. 
Some time after King Henry -(.0n what 
occaſion is not known, anleſs led by the Il 
hand of Deſtiny) venturing in diſguiſe .in- 


' to England, is taken in +Lincoln-ſhive, and 
. b t Priſoner-to hs Tower of as 


ut 
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but is once more to be made the ſport 
of treacherous Fortune, For King Edward 
ſending his great Champion the Earl of 
Warwick, into France to treat about a Mar- 
riage for him with the Lady Bona Siſter to 
that Queen, who having proceeded far 
therein, the King in the mean time falls in 
Love with and marries the Lady Elizabeth 
Gray, Widdow of Sir obn Gray of Groby, 
This odd Action fo far diſobliged the Earl 
of Warwick at his return, finding his Em- 
baſly fruſtrated, the Lady Bona deluded, 
the French King deluded, and himſclf made 
the Inſtrument of all thisz that he reſolves 
to ſet up King Henry once again, whom he 
had before pull'd down to which Purpoſe 
he confederates with the Duke of Clarence, 
King Edward's Brother, but at that time 
affronted z theſe raile Forces, and ſurpriz 
King Edward in his Bed, near Berwick; 
but . he, ſoon makes (hift to eſcape from 
thera, and forces Warwick, to fly the Land 
but, being invited by the People, returns 
and gathers {o great a Strength, that King 
Edward, wnable to refifi it, is himſelf for 
ced to fly beyond Sea to the Duke of Buy 
goIne. 


Now the victorious Earl of Warwick 


icaſcs King Heary from his Imprifonment 
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in the Tower, where he had lain almoſt 
nine Yearsz and Edward is every where 
proclaim'd a Traitor, yet by and by aſlifted 
by the Duke of Burgoine, lands in Yorkſhire, 
declaring on+ Oath, that he came only to 
recover his own Inheritancez whereby the 
People thought he meant only his Duke- 
dome, and therefore would not oppoſs 
him, whereas the ſequdl ſhew'd he intand- 
ed the Crown. For the Duke of Clarence 
being reconciled to him, he marches for 
ram (Warwick at Coventry being unable 
to fight him. ) Here King Henry, who 
ſeem'd rather wholly paſſive than aQive in 
all theſe turmoils, is delivered into his - 
hands; and the Earl of Warwick, comi 

to Barnet is engaged by King Edward, and 
kilPd, but not without ten thouſand Lives 
to accompany him. All this time Queen 
Margaret was detained by tempeſts in France, 
but when *twas too late, landed at Wey« 
mouth, but is defcated in Gloceſterſhire, and 
taken, with her Son, who being bold in 
his Anſwers to King Edward was kill'd by 
crookback'd Richard, the King's Brother, 
Queen Margaret was afterwards ranſom'd 
by her Father for great Sums of Money, 
and the pious but unfortunate King Henry, 
loon after this Qverthrow of his Friends, 
E 2 firuck 


[76 ] 


firuck to the Heart with a Dagger by 
the ſaid Crookback'd Duke -of Gloce- 


ers 
King Edward being thus at Peace at 
home Anno 1474, goes over with an Ar- 
my into France, demanding that Crown; 
but the Duke of Burgoine failing in his Pro- 
miſes, a Peace was concluded, on Condi- 
tion that the French King ſhould pay fifty 
thouſand Crowns a Year during the Life of 
King Edward; who on the nineteenth of 
April 1483, preparing, for a ſecond War 
with France tor Non-payment of that Tri- 
bute, dyed at Weſtminſter, leaving two Sons 
under age and ſeyeral Daughters. He was 
one of the Goodlieſt Perlonages in the 
World, exceeding, tall and majeſtical, ne- 
ver any- man that married purely tor Love, 
did ſo little love marriage ſays Sir Richard 
Baker; for he took as much Pleaſure in othet 
mens. Wives as his own, being wont to ſay, 
that be had three Concubines rt in their ſe 
veral Properties were excellent, one the merry 
eſt,another the ſubtileſt, and the third the Holi 
et Harlot in bis Realm, as one whom no man 
could lightly get out of the Church to any place 
zenleſi it were to his Bed, The merrieft here 
intended was Fane Shore, a Citsizen's Wike, 

who afterwards died miſerably. | 
This 
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This King Reigned twenty two Years 
and one Moneth, in which time though 
there were wonderful Slaughters by Wars, 
yet two Peſtilences happen'd' that ſwept 
away more than the Sword, 


CHAP, XVIIL 
King Edward the Fifth. 


His Prince was eleven Years old at his 
,* Fathers Death, but was never Crown- 
ed; for being left to the Care of his Uncle 
the Crookback'd Duke of Gloceſter,, and 
coming, up towards Londen from Ludlow, 
where he then refided, the crafty Duke firſt 
made . uſe of means to have the Guard at- 
tending, his Nephew to be diſmiſt, and 
then, (cizes on the Earl Rivers, his Uncle 
by. the Mothers ſide, and- other Kindred, 
whom ſoon after he bcheaded. | 

Having, thus got the ſole Cuſtody of the 
King, the Queen-Mother fearing the worſt, 
takes Sanctuary with her young Son the 
Duke of Tork,, and Daughters but to get 
him from her, he pretends it neceſſary he 
ſhould accompany the King to make him 
merry, and after much retiſtance prevails 


E 3 with 
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with the Queen to deliver him; where. 
upon they are both lodged in the Tower, 
and ſoon after by ſome vile Inftrument al. 
teadged Baſtardy againſt the Princes, and 
by the Duke of Buckingham the ſaid Duke 
of Glocefter is propoſed at Guild- Hall as 
rightful Heir to the Crown, which he is 
folemnly intreated to accept, and after ſome 
hypocritical retuſals, does take upon him, 
on the eighteenth of June 1483. two 
months and a few days after the Death of 
King Edward the fourth 3 the right Heir 
being kept with his Brother, as Priſoners in 
the Fore, where ſhortly after they were 
cruelly murdered by one Miles Forreſt, and 
Zames Dighton, Horſe-keeper to Sir Famet 
Tyrrel. who ſtifled them with their Bed 

ing, nor was it known where they wert 
buried, though *tis thought part of their 
Bones were not long ſince found in a Wall 
in the Tower. This Sir James Tyrrel was 
afterwards beheaded for Treaſon, Forref 
routed away peicemeal at St. Martins le 
Grand, and Dighton deteſted of all men dy- 
cd miſerably at Calice. - 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI% 
King Richard the Third. 


Ts cruel man having thus uſurp'd the 
Crown, never enjoy'd it with any 
quiet of mind, but ſeem'd alwayes haunted 
with the Furies of Hell, and to bring him. 
to deſtruction, ſome miſunderſtanding ſoon 
happens between him and his old friend 
the Dake of Brckzigham, who being retired 
to his Caſtle of Brecknock,, where, at that 
time, the Biſhop of Ely ( a diſcreet State(> 
man _) was Priſoner, they laid a plot to put 
down King, Richard, and bring in the Earl 
of Richmond, who was fled for fafety to the 
Earl of Britain. This Earl, only Heir of 
Lancaſter, they deſign to marry to the Lady 
Elizabeth eldeſt Daughter of King Edward 
the Fourth, and ſo Unite the two Houſes-of 
Lancaſter and Tork : But this contrivance was: 
not carried ſo privately, but King Richard 
had an inkling of it, and the Duke of Backs 
ingham, betrayed by one of his Servants, is 
beheaded 3 However, the Deſign ſtill goes- 
on. To fruſtrate which, King Richard, that 
fcrupled nothing that might ſerve or ſecure 
his Ambition, uſts- means to marry: the ſaid 

E 4 Lady 
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Lady Elizabeth, and ( ſtrange to ſay ) the 
Queen Dowager, her mother, is prevailed 


with to give her conſent. Nay more, to | 


{mooth the way, King Richard's preſent 
Wife is ſuddenly ſent out of the World, 
and now he reſolves by a Rape on the young 
Lady, if fair means cannot cttect it, to bring 
her to his Bed, But whilſt theſe things 
are hatching, the Earl haſtened by this 
news, arrived at Milford Haven, with not 
above 2000 men, but ſoon encreaſed by 
the coming, in of the Country. To meet 
them King Richard, with what Forces he 
could, marches forwards, and at Boſworth 
in Leiceſterſhire, on the twenty ſecond of Au- 
gruft, 1485. the Armies Engaged, where 
King Richard deſperately fighting was ſlain, 
his Body ſtript ſtark naked, thrown upon an 
Horſe behind a Purſivant all beſprinkled 
with Dirt and Mire, was brought to Leice- 
fer, and there buried, and his Crown found 
amongſt the ſpoil of the Field, ſet upon 
the Earls head, who ſucceeded, as by right 
of Inheritance was his due. 


CHAP. 
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King Henry the Seventh, 
Ti firſt conſiderable Aq&t done by this 


King, was ( according to his promiſe) 
to marry the Lady El:zab:*th, thereby 
{trengthening his Title to the Crown. Soon 
after happened the Sweating-ſicknels, 
whereby many thouſands ſuddenly periſh» 
ed the only Remedy was, afloon as a man 
was taken to lie down for the ſpace of. 
twenty four hours, not provoking Sweat, 
but letting the Diſeaſe have its courſe, cat- 
ing or drinking not at all, or very mode» 
rately. 

* *Ohe Simmond a Priett having a Scholar 
call'd Lambert Symnel,. of a pregnant Wit 
and comely Perſonage, he gives him out to 
be Edward Earl' of Warwick, Son of the 
Duke ofClarence, Brother to King Edward 
the'fourth, lately eſcaped” out of Priſon 3 
whereas, in truth, the faid Earl was kept 
cloſe in' the Tower, getting with this Up 
ſtart into Ireland, he 1s there ſaluted King, 
aſhiſted by the Dutcheſs-of Burgoigne, who 
being of the. Houſe of Tork, bore a grudge 
to King Henry, as being, of the Houſe of 
Lancofter, and countenanced"by the Earl of 

E 5 Lin- 
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Lincoln, who brought him over into Eng- 


land, but near Newark upon Trent were 


xouted, the Earl kil'd, and Synnel taken, 
who was preferred, inſtead of a Crown, to 
be a Turn: ſpit in the Kings Kitchin, 

Yet the Dutcheſs of Burgundy not dil- 
couraged, ſets up another counterfeit, one 
Perkin Warbeck,, whom (he breeds well, and 
inſtructs to take upon him the name of Rz- 
chard, the younger Son, of Edward the 
Fourth, whom they pretended to have been 
ſpared in compaſhon to his youth, when his 
Brother was murdered. This Cheat not 
only deceived the Iriſh, but the French King 
believ'd it, or at leaſt, ſeem'd to do fo 3 as 
likewiſe the King of Scots, who in his 
guarrel entred England with a puiſſant Ar- 
my, but was repulſed ;. and upon making a 
Peace with King Henry, conſents to baniſh 
Perkin, who afterwards making, a diſtur- 
bance in Cornwal, is taken, and put in the 
Tower ; whence making an eſcape, being 
retaken, hewas hang'd at Tyburn, there cone 
feſſing his true Name and Paxzentage. 

In the x7 year of his Reign, his Son 
Prince Arthur mazried the Lady Katharine of 
Spain, he being, of the age of fifteen, and 
the of eighteen years : At night they were 
put to bd, and- lay together as tnan _ 

w 
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wife all night 3 when morning appeared» 
the Prince ( as his ſervants rted ) cal-- 
Jd for drink, which before he had not uſted 
to do; and being ask'd the cauſe, he an- 
ſwer'd merrily, I have been to0 night in the 
midſt of Spain, which is a hot Country, and 
that makes me ſo dry, But five months after 
he dyed, and Prince Henry ( afterwatds: 
Henry the Eighth _) his Brother, by virtue 
of a Diſpenſation, married his Widow, as: 
not having been carnally known by his: 
Brother, though married to him. The La- 
dy Margaret,. the Kings eldeſt Daughter, 
married the King of Scotland, in whoſe 
Royal Potterity both Kingdoms at laft 


Gme to be united in the Perſon of King. 


James. 

King Henry towards-the end of his Reign, 
grew intent upon getting of Wealth ; for 
which —— two fit Inſtruments, both: 
Barons of the Exchequer, offered themſelves 3, 
Dudley, of a good Family, and Empſon, the 
Son of a Sieve-maker, who turning Juſtice 
into Rapine and Extortion, by unuſual 
fummary proccedings, did much haraſs the 
People 3 for which, m the firſt yeat of King: 
Henry the Eighth, they were both brhead-- 
ed, and ſeven of their inferiour' Agents,  cal- 
kd Promoters, {et on the Pittory itr _ 

” 
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hill, with Papers on their heads, and then 
forc'd to ride through the City with their 
Faces to the Horſe-tail, with the ſhame 
whereof, in ſeven dayes after, they all dicd 
in Newgate. 

King Henry, in the twenty ſecond year 
of his Reign, begin to grow lickly, and 
afterwards dicd of a Ptilick at Richmond, 
April 22. 1508, and was magnificently bu- 
ricd at Wejtminjter, when he had reigned 
twenty three years and eight months, and 
lived hfty two years. 

This King, in his cighteenth year, erect- 
ed that ſumptuous Building, call'd by the 
name of his Chapel to this day at Weſt- 
minſtex ; and *tis reported, had in hi 
Coffers at Richmond, under his own Key 


and keeping, eighteen hundred thouſand | 


pounds, 


* _— — 


CHAP. XXI. 
King Henry the Eighth 


QGlicceeded his Father, and was with much 
joy and ſolemnity Crowned, In the 
third Year of his Reign a, War was conclu- 
ded in Parliament with France, for with- 

= holding 
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holding our King's Inheritance, and - the 
King of Spain promiſes Aid, but fails there- 
in; {0 that little was done in the hrft Ex- 
pedition, But afterwards the King going 
im Perſon, belieges the City of Terwin, 
where the Emperour Maximilian fought 
under his Banner, and received Wages , 
a hundred Crowns a day, an honour never 
done to any Engliſh King before. To re- 
lieve the Town with Victuals, came eight 
thouſand brave French Horle, but were 'beat 
off by the Engliſh, and glad to fly ſo faf}, 
that it was call'd the Battel of Spurs, as 
making more uſe of them in running away, | 
than of their weapons in hghting :- fo (that 
King, Henry took, the Place, and alſo the Ci- 
ty of Towrney. In the mean time -the Seats 
invade England with an hundred thoufandl 
men, but by the Earl of Swrrey at Flodden 
field arc routed, and their King valiantly 
fighting, ſlain with. above ten: thouſand. of 
his People, | 

In May, 1514. the Pope being: offended 
with the French King, . transferred -by 'Au- 
thority of | the Lateran Council the Title 
of. moſt Chriſtian from him to. King Henry, 
which with- great {ylemnity: was publiſhed 
at St. Pauls, but continued-not long in uſe. 


; 1515 
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1515, A Peace is concluded with France, 
the Lady Mary King Henry's Siſter being 
married to the French King, who eighty 
two days after, dyes 3- whereupon the Lady 
is ſent for back, and married to the Duke 
of Suffolk, 

Thomas Woolſey, the Son of. a Butcher of 
Ipſwich, having by Learning and Diligence 
got to be King Henry the ſeventh's Chaphin, 
grew the grand Fhroncke of Henry the 
Eighth, being made Arch-Biſhop of” York, 
Chancellor of England by the King, and 
Cardinal by the Pope z who to honour his 
Brother Cardinal Campejus, coming hither. 
from the 'Pope, ſent ſtore of red Cloth over 
to Callice,rto make his Retinue fine, and re-- 
ceived. him on Blackheath, in a Tent of 
Cloth of Gold ; eight Mules he had laden 
with Neccflaries, but Woolſey not thinking 
them enough, ſent him twelve more 3 but 
fee the (hame of Pride! in Cheapfide they. 
overthrew their Coffers, whoſe Lids flyin 
open, inſtead of rich Treaſures diſcovered 
nothing, but old ragged Cloths, brokey 
Meat, marrow Bones, and Cruſts of Bread, 
ee. to the great Laughter of the People. 
This was that Woolſey whoſe Pride uſed to 
write 1 and my King, and falling into dif- 
favour had all. his vaſt Eſtate ſcized, and 
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was arreſted for Treaſon, and thereupor: 
died for Grief or,as {ſome will ſuppoſe, poi- 
ſoned himſelf, 

Anno 1522, King Henry for writing 
againſt Luther, by a Bull from Pope Adrian 
the ſixth, had the Title of Defender of the 
Faith given him; the ſame Year a quarrel 
happens with France, but no extraordinary 
matters done. 

Anno 1528, Upon an overture of a 
Match between King Henry's Daughter, the 
Lady Mary, and the Duke of Orleance, ſe- 
cond Son to the Freneb King, a queſtion 
was ftarted, whether the King's Marriage 
to the Lady Katharine, her mother, having, 
been his Brother's Wife, were} lawfal or 
not ? upon this (though ſome aſady; other 
Reaſons) the King begins to declare his 
{cruple, after twenty Years living together, 


the Opinions of the Univerhities 4broad are - 


defired, the King appoints Cornmifhoners 
and the P « or 
Cauſe, from:whom the Queen | 

peals tothe Pope, At whoſe delays the'K. be- 
ing offended, and at Woolſey, as ſore occa> 
Gon thereof, | fixfi firips him of his Dignities, 


who thereupon dyes as you have 
thet caſts off the Popes jekcon, paſs 
nan 26 of 

wn 


ſends a Lepate t5 hear the | 
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Rome, and takes upon himſelf the Title of 
Supream Head of the Church. Then m a 
Parliament his Marriage is diſſolved, and 
decreed that ſhe {hou}d no longer be ealled 
Qucen, but Princeſs Dowager, after which 
time the King never ſaw her more, though 
ſhe lived four Years, 

Soon after the King. married Anne Bul- 
I:n, and by her had Elizabeth, afterwards 
Queen, - born. Septemb. 7. 1534. between 
three and four a clock 2th? afternoon 3 but 
after (he had been his Wife three years and 
three months. ſhe was on a ſudden ſeized 
with her Brother the. Lord. Rochford, and 
four of the Privy Chamber, were all behead- 
ed :, who on her Tryel, being charged with 
pretence of Adultery, and Inceſt, the made 
{uch diſcreet modeli: An{wers;:'as ſeemed'to 
clear all-ſhe was charged; with,: and ſo/:did 
all the xeſt when, they came to dye. Hows 
ever {he was: condemned; ;i and- took her 
Death maſh patiently, deſiring, to\be Com- 
mended .tv.the Kiyg,: and;thatrthey would 
tell him, His Majcliy;had: been. canftagein 
his courſczof. Advancingher,; having from a 
private Gentlewoman-maade: beria-Marchio- 
nels, and from, that; a, Queen'3.and now 
having lctt no higlier (degree of -Worldly 
Honour, he would make hera Martyr. For 

indeed 
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[39 ] 
indeed ſhe was a very pious, vertuous Lady, 
and a Favourer of the Reformed Religion, 
which, together with the Kings affection to 
Fane Seymour, whom he married the very 
next day, were thought to be the only occa- 
ſions of her misfortune, For though the 
King had caſt off the Popes Authority, yet 
he retained his DoEtrine 3 fo that great 
numbers on cach ſide were put to death, 
Papiſts ( as witty Sir Thomas More and 0- 
thers) for denying the Kings Supremacy, 
and Proteſtants for denying the real Pre- 
ſence, or holding that the Sacrament ought 
to be in both kinds, that- Prieſts might mar- 
ry, that Monks Vows need not be kept, 
that private Maſſes were not uſeful, or Au- 
ricular Confeſſion neceſſary ; which points 
were called the fix Articles. By Queen 
Fane the King had Prince Edward, but.ſhe 
died in Child-bed of him. The Lord Crom- 
well being grown a great Favourite, pro- 
motes the Reformation in ſome things, and 
all the Religious houſes as they call'd them, 
that is, Abbeys, Fryeries and Nunneries, 
thoſe Hives of Droenes, were diſſolved, 
whereby the King got vaſt Eſtates, yet in 
ſhort time was never the Richer, though 
the Revenues of thoſe Houſes then ſeized 
amounted in the whole to 183707 1. 13. f 
per Annum, Ha- 
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Having continued a Widdow two Years, 
the King, married Ann the Daughter of the 
Duke of Cleve, a Proteſtant Prince 3 but (as 
*tis aid) not liking her Perſon, and con- 
ſequently diſpleaſed with Cromwel that 
made the Match , was divorced from her, 
and cauſed him to be apprehended, and at- 
tainted by Parliament z and without ever 
being call'd to anſwer ( by a Law he him- 
felf had cauſed to be made) he was behead- 
ed, but for what is ſcarce known, only, 
the Record in general mentions, Hereſy 
and Treaſon, was a Smith's Son at 
Pitney, and raiſed by Woolſey. 

About two Months after Ann of Cleves 
Divorce, the Lady Katharine Howard was 
gay ſhewed as cen, and about a Year 

er was bcheaded for ſcandalous living 
with one Deerham, whom ſhe had formerly 
been contracted to, and with one Thomas 
Cul of the privy Chamber, who *tis 
faid both confeſt their ndiments, the lat- 
” being beheaded and the other hang- 
ed. 

In his Thirty fourth Year he had Warrs 
with Scotland, where the Earl of Hart- 
ford took Leith, and did other conſiderable 
Serviccs. 

Next 
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Next year, the King took for his ſixth 
Wife, Katharine Parr the Widdow of the 
Lord Latimer, how ſhe would have ſped 
had he lived long, is not known 3 for, being 
a Proteſtant, the was accuſed of having 
Heretical Books, and a Warrant granted once 
for her Commitment z but pacitying the 
King with modeſt Excuſes, the for the pre- 
ſent eſcaped, he dying ſhortly after, and 
then (he was married to Thomas Seymorr 
Lord Admiral, | 

Anno 1545, the Earl of Lenox coming ine 
to England, the King received him kindly, 
and gave him in marriage the Lady Marga- 
ret his, Sifters Daughter, by whom he had 
Henry, Father to King Famer. The fame 
year King Henry in Perſon went into France, 
and took Bullorgne, and ſeveral other exploits 
were done Forces, but by the media- 
tion of the Emperour a Peace is Conclu- 
ded. 

And now King Henry, grown extream 
fat, fell into a Ranguiſhin Fever, and ha- 
ving by Will appointed his Succeſſor and 
Council, died on the twenty eighth of Fa- 
mary 1547. in the fifty ſixth Year of his 
Ape, . and thirty eighth of his Reign 3 leay- 
ing flue by Queen Fane, Prince Edward ; 


by his firſt Wife Katharine of Spain, the 
Lady 


[ 92 ] 
Lady Mary, and by Ann of Bullen the La- 
dy Elizabeth, who all ſucceſſively came to 
the Crown. | 

In the fifteenth Year of his Reign divers 
things were newly brought into England, 
whereof was made this Rhyme. 


Turkeys, Carps, Hopps, Piccareb and Beer, 
Came firſt into England all in one. Tear. 


In his thirty ſcaventh Year one William 
Foxley, a Potmaker for the Mint in the 
Tower, fell aſleep, and could . not with 
Pinching or burning be  awaked for full 
fourteen days, and then was: in all reſpeds 
as if he had ſlept but one; Night, and lived 
fourty Years after. Nor could the Cauſe 
be found out, though he were examined 
ſtrictly by the Kings Phyſicians, and the 
King himſelf, Now. flouriſhed the Learn+ 
ed men beyond Sea, as Fives, Eraſmus, 
Cornelius Agrippa, &c. and in England, Fobn 
Collet Dean. of Pauls, who founded that 
School, William Lilly fixſk School-maſter 
there z whence our Grammar takes its name, 
though ſuppoſed to be compoſed by Eraſ- 
mus and many others, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 
King Edward the Sixth. 


J's Prince at nine Years old came to 
the Crown, the Earl of Hartford his 
Uncle being choſen ProteQtor of the King 
and Kingdom during his Minority z his 
feſt Exploit is to invade Scotland, who 
refuſed to make good the Marriage hetween 
their young Queen and King Edward. This 
torces the Scots to carry the Fire-Crofs 
throughout the Land, which was two Fire- 
brands (et in faſhion of a Croſs upon the 
point of a Spear, making Proclamation, 
that all between fixteen and fixty years of 
age thould forthwith take Arms, and bring 
Victuals with them, on pain of death. By 
this means having rais'd a great Army, he 
Engag'd the Engliſh at Muſſelboroughefield, 
but ten or twelve thouſand of them beigg 
ſlain, and the xelt routed, the Earl Hwntley 
taken Priſoner, being ask'd how he was 
now inclined to the Marriage, very hand- 
ſomly repartee'd, He lik'd the Marriage well 
enough, but did not ſo well like that kjnd. of 
woving : And indeed all would not do, for 
the young, Queen was privately convey'd 

mto 
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into France, and being but fix years olds 
married to the Dauphin. 

The two Popiſh Biſhops, Bonner and Gar- 
diner, axe ſent to the Tower, Images pull'd 
down, the uſe cf Beads, Maſs, &c. rettrain- 
edz which cccafion many ſtirrs and Inſurre- 
&ions, cſ{pecially in the Weſt, but ſoon ap- 
peaſed, and many puniſhed, by Sir William 
Kingſton, the Provolt- Marſhal, who coming 
in (hew as a Guelt to the Mayor of Badwin 
in Cornwal, delired him to erc&t a pair of 
Gallows for an Execution that was to be 
done there after dinner, which he cauſes to 
be done. Having dined with the Mayor 
at his houſe, they walk to ſee the Gallows, 
and the Marſhal askt him, if he thought 
them ſtrong enough? who an{wer'd, Doubt- 
leſs they are. Then get you up ſpeedily, 
ſays the other; for you have been a bukie 
Rebel, and fo forthwith hang'd him up. 
Near the ſame place, a Miller that had been 
concerned in the Tumults, fearing the Mar- 
{hal, goes from home, bidding a man he had 
to ſay he was the Miller, if any body ask'd 
for himz which the fellow ignorantly 
does to the ſaid Marſhal, that came preſent- 
ly after his Maſter was gone, but hearing 
order given for his hanging up on the next 
Tree, cxyed out, he was not the Miller, but 

the 
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the Millers man; Nay, fays the Marſhal, 
Vie take you at your hr{t word, If yore are 
the Miller, you deſerve it, or if you are bis man 


you can never do bim better ſervice 3 and {0 


truſs'd him up. 

A fatal quarrel ariſes between the Lord 
Protector and his Brother the Lord Admi- 
ral, occation*d by their Wives, the latter ha- 
ving married the Queen Dowager, the 0- 
ther's Wife being a haughty woman, would 
not give her precedency, becauſe her hus- 
band was the elder Brother, and in higher 
Place. On this feud, ſhe perſwades the Pro- 
tetor that the Admiral ſought his Life, who 
thereupon was beheaded 3 and then the Pro- 
tector, being, left without ſupport, was ſoon 
ſupplanted by his Enemies, and 
with Treaſon, but on his ſubmiſſion releaſ- 
edz yet not long afterwards, being” call'd 
to a ſecond account, when he had nobly 
acquitted himſelf of all Treaſon objected, 
he was found guilty of Felony on a Statute 
of his own procurement z That it any 
ſhould attempt to kill a Privy Counſcllor, 
though the Fact were never committed, it 
ſhould be Felony 3 for which he was be- 
headed on Tower-Hill, 

On the ſixth of July 1553. diced King 
Edward at Greenwich, in the leventh year = 

$ 
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his Reign, and ſixteenth of his Age, He 
was a moſt vertuous, hopeful Prince, of 
great Leaming, for his time, and ſtrict De- 
votion. Some ſay that he died of a Pleu- 
rite, tkough ſome conceit he was poyſon- 
cd with a Noſegay, it being generally mur- 
mured, after the two Uncles were taken out 
of the way, the Nephew would not long 
remain. Before he died, the Duke of 
Northumberland repreſenting the obſtinacy 
of his Siſter Mary in Popery, and how fit 
it was Religion ſhould be preſerved in pu- 
rity, which could not be, unleſs the were 
put by the Crown, nor that handſomly «&- 
fected, unleſs the other Siſter were put by 
alſo, on ſuch reaſons ( nothing being (0 
apt to take with the King, as proviſion for 
Religion ) he was per{waded by his Will 
( excluding both his Siſters )) to appoint for 
his Succeflor the Lady Fane Gray, Daughter 
of Mary King Henry the Eighths younger 
Siſter, which the had by the Duke of Suf- 
folk,, after the death of the French King, to 
whom (he was firſt married ; which Lady 
Fane, you mult note, was latcly marricd to 
the Lord Guilford, one of this Duke” of 

Northumberlands Sons. 
This King Edward gave Chriſts Hoſpital 
, for poor Children for Lame and —_— 
| t 
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St, Thom.s*s Hoſpital in Southwark, and St, 
Bartholomews by Smithfield, and for riotous 
idle Perſons, his Palace of Bridewell, there 
to be kept at wor;z by Correction. And in 
the fourth year of his Reign, Sir Andrew 
Fad, Mayor of London, founded a notable 
Free-School at Tunbridge in Kent, giving, 
ſixty pound per Annum Land to the Skinners 
Company, to pay twenty pound to the 
Maſter, and eight pound to the Ulher there, 
and the relt to other Charitable. uſes, 

After his death the Lady Fane was pro» 
claimed Queen 3 but the Lady. Mary being 
in Suffolk, takes upon her likewiſe the Ti- 
tle, and gathers Forces 3 againſt whom goes 
the Duke of Northumberland + but his meg 
revolting, and thereupon the Londoners der 
claring or Queen Mary, he himſelt goes to 
Cambridge, and proclaims her Queen, but 
for all that is taken Prifoner, - aud ſoon 
after beheaded 3 the Lady. Fane! being t 
by her Father, that now ſhe-muſt put of 
her Royal Robes, and be contented with 
private- Lite, anſwered; She would more 
willingly pwt them off, than ſhe put them on, 
which ( ſhe affirm'd) (he bad done meerly in O- 
bedience to him and her mother. And indeed, 
it proved fatal to them all, for both the, 
her Husband, and Father were condemuecd, 
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yet poſſibly had eſcaped with life being r6 
prieved, If the later had not afterwards 
joyned with Hat in his Rebcllion for op- 
poling the Match with Spain, which cnra- 
ged the Queen ſo, that not onely heloft his 
Head, but his Son the Lord Gmilford too, 
who with much devotion and conſtancy 
Jubmitted to the ſtroke of Death, which was 
Liven in the ſight of his molt excellent 
Spoule the Lady Fane, placed at a Window 
for that purpoſe; the objc& firiking more 
terror to her heart, than the ighe of that fa- 
tal Ax by which the was preſently to {ub 
ter : For as ſoon as he was dead ſhe was 
brought on the ſame Scaffold, and atter a 
moſt- pious Prayer had her head ſevered 
trom- her-bady. She was but 16 years & 
ape, but a Miracle tor Learning, exccllently 
$kill'd in the Tongues, and ſomeot her & 
piſtles axe yet'extant, Theſe qualiticats 
ons made hermuch lamented and the Judge 
that pronounced{entence againlt hcr, pre 
{only after! fell + mad, <tying always 
Take away the Lady Fune, take ber away frog 
ane 5 and! fo hr x tur) his Lie.” | 
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CHAP. XXIIL 


Qucen Mary 


W+ crowned the firſt of Ofober,155 3. 
and having ſettled her ſelf againſt 
the Pretenſions of the Lady Fane, as you 
have heard, and reſtored the Maſs and Po- 
piſh Religion in all Churches, of which the 
wasever zealous, as bang of Spaniſh Bloud, 
and bred up with the Mother of Cardinal 
Pool, and other Zealots of that Party, (he 
thought it time to marry being 37 years 
old ; and at laſt Philip Prince of Spain, cld- 
eſt Son to the Emperour Charles, is pitch'd 
upon and concluded z but ſome ra{b Spirits 
oppole it, of whom the chiet was Sir Thomas 
Wiat of Kent, pretending that this Match 
tended to bring, Eng/and under the Yoke 
of Spain, and make the Land a flave to ftran- 
gers, Againſt him Forces were fent, but 
$00 revolted to him, who then boldly mar- 
hed towards London, with {© great terror 
to all people, that the Lawyers plcaded in 
Wihkminſter Hall im Armour, The Queen 
by a loving Speech makes the City her 
Friend, who denied Wat entrance 3 and 
his Army mauldring away, and bcing <n- 

F 2 compaſſed 
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compaſſed by the Queens Forces, who offer- 
ed like a true Daughter of King Harry to 
have gone againſt him her ſelf in perſon, he 
yielded up himſelf, and was beheaded and 
quartered. | 

In the mean time the Princeſs Elizab:h 
being accounted a Proteſtant .15 kept as a 
Priſoner,ſometimes in the Tower and fome- 
times at Woodſtock, and many Trains laid 
to enſnare her 3 to which purpoſe being 
queſtioned one day what ſhe-thought of the 
Real Preſence, after ſome paule ſhe thus dif- 


creetly anſwered 5 


Chriſt was. the Word that ſpake it, 
He took the Bread and brake it, 
And what that Word did make it, 
That Thbelieve and take it. 


Thereby avoiding their Net better than by 
a dire&t Anſwer the could have done. 
Three Biſhops Cranmer, Ridley, and Lati- 
mer are adjudged Hereticks, and burnt at 
Oxford, but bcfore them Rogers, Hooper,and 
Bradford, {uflered Martyrdom at London: 
and henceforward the Perſecution contin 
£d very ferce during all her Reign. 
On the 20 Fuly 1554. King Philip arti 
ved at Southampton, and three days after 
they 
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they were married at Wincheſter ; and ſhort» 
ly after Cardinal Pool coming over, this 
Kingdom was abſolv*d from what they then 
called Herctic and Schiſm, and reſtored to 
the Unity of the Roman Church. And the 
Queen in a fit of Devotion would needs de- 
liver up all the Lands belonging to Mona- 
ſeries that were in her own. hands, to be 
diſpoſed of as the Pope thought fit. And 
being told this would much lefſen her Re- 
venue, anſwered, She more valucd her Salva- 
tion than- any Revenuz. A Saying, howe- 
ver grounded perhaps on a miltake as to 
particulars, yet certainly molt pious. and 
Chriſtian in general, 

Anno 1557. there was a piece of notable 
Juſtice: The Lord Stxrton (though much 
in the Queens: favour) being hanged at S.- 
libury wath four of his Servants, tor a Mur- 
der by them. committed, all the favour he 
had being that the Halter was of Silk, 

The Queen engages in her Husbands 
quarrel againſt France, and took St, Qwin- 
tinez but for that there was little cauſe of 
joy, for many of the Garriſon of Cali be- 
ing drawn out on that Service, the French 
took the opportunity to ſurpriſe it.and took 
the two belt Sconces on a fudden, coming 
tothe Walls the Eng/ih had laid a Train 
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of powder to blow them up 3 but their 
Cloths being wet by paſfing the Trenchez 
dropping on it quench'd it, A that it would 
not take fre, ſo that the Town was taken 
for want of ſtrength to defend it, there be 
ing not above 7009 Souldiers in it, after it 
had been in Engliſh hands 200 years. The 
toſs of which, together with her Husbands 
abſence, and the ; wont of proving 
not with Child, as the was generally rcport- 
ed, brought her into a fickneſs, whereof ſhe 
died 17 Nov.1558, having reigned 5 years 
and 4 moneths. Cardinal Pool dying the 
day before, ſome time before ſhe declared t 
this effect, That if when fe were dead 
world lookinto her heart, they would find C 
lis her greateſt diſtemper. 

Her Reign is written i Hiſtories with 
bloudy Charafers, for the buming of poar 
Proteſtants, of whom in her time iere ſuf- 
fered 5 Bifhops, 21 Divines, and in'all 277 
perſons. BY) {+8 

In her ſecond year appeared in the Sky1 
Rainbow reverſed, and two Suns at a time 
Near Alborough in Suffolk on a Rock by tht 
Sea, where there never was graſs nor earth, 
tm a dear year there grew naturally of them 
ſelves fuch abundance of Peaſe,that the Poor 
gathered above 100 quarters. h 

| e 


[103 ] 

%he died childleſs, and King Philip, as by 
Articles he was bound that he ſhould not,ſo 
he was out of the Land, and could not at- 
tempt any thing on the State 3 yet he at- 
terwards {ollicited Queen Elizabeth in the 
way of Marriage, (to whom before he had 
been very reſpective) but was put off by 
making an alteration in Religion, after 
which he never would proſecute his ſuit 
further. 


CHAP. XXIV. 
D©neen Elizabeth. 


His Virgin Princeſs, the Honour of our 
Nation, and Glory of her Sex, came to 

the Crown in the year 1558, and cltabliſhed 
the publick profeſſion of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, which as it made the Pope her mor- 
tal enemy, {o the fame with the refuſal of 
his ſuit inſtigated the King of Spain againſt 
her. The Queen of Scots being married to 
the French King, and he ſoon after dying, 
Queen Elizabeth could not but look upon 
her with a jealous Eye, and the Presbyteriary 
FaRtion beginning to play Rex in Scotland, 
driving, out their ſaid Queen, ſhe came into 
F 4 Eng- 
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England in the Year 1568, for aid, where 
the was deteined eighteery Years and at hf 


beheaded, an Action that Reaſon of State. 


can never excuſe, from heing a Blot in 
the fair Reign of our otherwiſe matchleſ; 
een. 

Anno 1569. A Rebellion broke out in 
the North, on pretence to have the Romiſh 
Religion rceſtabliſh'd, but was ſoon qualh'd, 
ſome of the Inferiors hang'd, and ma- 
ny of the great ones fled the Realm. 

Pope Pius Printus ablolves all the Queens 


Sabjcs from their Allegiance, and cures | 


all that obcy her, by his Declaratory Bull, 
which in the Night was faſtned upon the 
Bilhop of London's Palace Gates, by one 
Fobn Felton, who never ficd, but in an at 
tected humour of Martyrdome, contels'd 
and juſtifyed the Fact, and was hang'd 
near the Place, If we conlider the Duke 
cf Buckingham's murder long after, and the 


manner of that Felton's Carriage, one ſhall 


tind ſome agreement in their extravagan= 

Cics as well as Names, . 
Anno 1571, Sir Thomas Greſham having, 

finiſhe his Building in Corn-hil, for the ule 


of Merchants, the Qucen going to fee it, 


cauſed an Herauld with ſound of Trumpet 


to name it the Royal Exchange. 
In 
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In the nineteenth Year of her Reign at 
the Aﬀrres at Oxford, as the Court was 
ficting,, and one. Fenks a Bookſeller queſti- 
on'd for opprobrious Words agginſt the 
Queen, they\ were ſuddenly ſurprized with 
a noiſome Vapour, of which the Judg, 
Sheriff, divers Perſons of Quality, and in 
all three hundred Perſons died in fourty. 
Hours. | 

The poor diſtrefſed. States of Holland, 
offer to the Queen the Sovercignty and: 
Poſſeſhon of thoſe Countries, but ſhe re- 
fuſed, only promifed to mediate for them: 
to.the King, of Spain for a. ſafe Peace, but 
afterwards hnding Don Fobn- of Arſtria, 
plotting to deprive her of her Life and 
Crown, (he did athft them with” Men and. 
Money, without which they had never been 
able to. ſubſilt. 

In Ireland there happen'd ſeveral Rebel-- 
lions fomented by. the. Pope and Spaniard, 
to. quiet which coft' the Queen great \ex- 
pence of Blood and Treaſure, but they ab- 
_ ended with the overthrow of the Au-- 
thors, 

On the 13 of November 1577. Captain 
Drake having before made ſeveral good: 
Voiages to America, ſets forth again with. 
bve Ships and a hundred fixty three Sea- 
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men, for the Southern Sea, pafs'd the 
Stiaeghts of Magdlan and at the Ile Monchs 
took out of = Ship tous hundred 
pounds weight of Gold ; tm feveral. phces 
he found Ships with great quantines of 
Silvex, and not a Pcrfon in them, fo inap- 
prehenfive were the Spamards then in 
that Coaſt, not fearing of any Enemy after 
this he met with and took the Cacofago, a 
great Spaniſh Ship, and took out of her, be- 
lides Jewels, fourſcore pounds weight of 
Gold, thirteen Cheſts of Silver coyned, 
and a vaſt quantity of other Silver, and 
continued on his Voiage, till in three Years 
time he had failed round about the World, 
his Ship being laid up for a Monument at 
Deptford, and he Knighted. 

About this time great means were uſed 
for a Marriage betwecn the Queen and the 


Duke of Alanſon, afterwards Anjow, brother} - 


to the French King, who came over into 
England; and was favourably recerved, but 
on a fudden. the Match was -broken off 
and aftes. many Years. treaty cane to no 
thing. 

And now. paſhng over leffer mater 
comes on w =_ 1688, wherein. the 
Spaxiſh Armado ſtyled invincible, confiſting 
& ans hundred and. thirty Sail, 592g 
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Souldiers, $350 Mariners, 2080 Gally- 
ſlaves, and 2630 great Ordnance, invaded 
England, having, firft received the Pope's 
Bleiling, who would necds have twelve of 
their beſt Ships called by the reſpeQive 
names of the twelve Apoſtles. This Navy 
was to bring over the Prince of Parma's- 
Army, being fifty thouſand old Souldiers, 
out ot Flanders, but whilft they were wait-- 
ing for him, the Queen having by a Camp» 
at Tilbury, twenty thouſand men, laid on 
the Sea Coaſt, and a brave Army for de- 
fence of her Perſon 3 ſecured the Land, ſet 
forth her 'Navy under the Loxd Howard. 
Admiral, and Drake Vice-Admiral, and at- 
ter feveral Engagements and the Stratagem 
of Fire-thips. (che firſt uſed) utterly dilper- 
ſed that vait Navy, above half their Ships 
being taken, dettroyed, or loſt, and... the 


- reſt forced to fly round the Noxth of Scot-- 


land to get home. A Victory never to be 
forgot by either Eng/and or Spain, for. it's + 
contrary Inftuence on their Afairs... 

Anno 1594, Lopez a few, Phylitian to 

& Queen, was executed for attempting 
to poiſon her. In 1600. the Earl of Eſſes 
having incurr'd the Queens Diſpleaſure in 
treland, and more by ſcandalous Speeches, 
and a kind of open Rebellion at his Houſe 
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in London, being condemned by his Pecrs is 
' beheaded. On the 24th. of March, or laſt 
day of the year 1602, died Queen Eliza- 
b:th, having reigned above 44 years in as 
troublcſom times as any, yet tull of Honour, 
and moſt happy in the Love of her People. 


— 


CHAP. XXV. 
King James, 


ow the Sixth King of Scotland of that 
Name, being deſcended from Margaret 
the eldeſt daughter of King Henry the Se- 
venth, had after Queen Elizabeths death an 
undoubted Right to the Crown of England, 
and was accordingly proclaimed the very 
laſt day of the year 1602, and in May fol- 
lowing arrived in London, but was not 
crowned till a pretty while afterwards, 

In the third year of his Reign was the 
horrid Gunpowder Treaſon, a Plot laid by 
Henry Garnet a Jeſuit, Robert Catesby,Thomas 
Piercy, Thomas Winter, Guido Fawhks, and 
other deſperate Papiſts, to blow up both 
Houſes of Parliament, King, Prince, Lords, 
and Commons, -all together 3 to this pur- 
pole having taken an oath of Secrecy, w_ 

hire 
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hircd an Houſe adjoyning,they began toun- 
dermine, but at laſt hcard of a Cellar right 
under the Parliament Houſe, to be let 3 which 
they hire and ſtow their Powder in, covered 
over to prevent ſuſpicion with Billets and 
Faggots, the day appointcd for the Parlia- 
ments meeting, and conſequently this Exc- 
cution was the Fifth of November , but 10 
days before, a ſtranger delivers a Letter to 
the Lord Mounteagles Man to give to his 
Lord, the words whereof were thele, 


My Lord, 

Ut of the Ioue T bear to ſome of your 
friends, I bave a care of your prefervation 
therefore I would wiſh you as you tender your 
life to forbear your attendance at this Parlia- 
ment 3 for God and Man have concurred to pus 
niſh the wickedneſs of this time. And think 
not ſlight of this Advertiſement, but retire your 
ſelf nito your Country, where you may expe(t 
the event in ſafety. For though there be no ap- 
pearance of any jtir, yet T ſay they ſhall receive a 
terrible blow this Parliament, and yet ſhall not 
ſee who hurts them. Thijs counſel is not to be 
contemned, and can do you no harm, for the dan= 
ger is paſt ſo ſoon as you have burnt this Letter, 
and I hope God will give you grace to make good 
uſe of it to whoſe holy protedion I commend you. 
In» 
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Indeed God did give my Lord grace to 
make the belt uſe of it, which was to ſhew 
it to the King and Council ; but being in a 
counterfeit imperfe&t hand, without Name 
or Date, they knew not what to make of it, 
till His Majeſty by that word terrble blow, 
ec. and the danger will be over as ſoon as you 
have burnt this Letter, did mot ſagaciouſly 
conjeAure it might be miſchict by blowing 
up with Gunpowder, and ordered privy 
ſearch to be made, where the very night be- 
fore the Parliament was to meet, coming in- 
to the ſaid Cellar, and removing the Billets, 
they found firſt one, and then the reſt, in all 
36 Barrels of Powder, and took Fawks 
ſtanding ſuſpiciouſly in the Entry, and in 
his pocket a piece of Touch-wood, a Tinder- 
box, a Match, &c. The reſt were gone down 
into the Country, on pretence of a Hunting 
Match to raiſe Rebcllion,and ferre the Duke 
of Yorkand Lady Elizabeth, which laft then 
lying in Warwickſhire, they intended to 
proclaim Queen, and rule all things at their 
plealuxe. 

But now after ſome refiftance, wherem 
Caterby and Piercy fighting back to back, 
were both killed with one Muſquet-ſhot, 
and ſome others flain. The reft were ta- 


ken, 
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ken, hang'd, drawn, and quartered ; and the: 
day ordered to be celebrated to all Genera- 
tions. 

Next year Chriſtians King of Denmark 
Queen Anns Brother came mto England, 
and after a moneths magnificent Entertain- 
ment returned, 

In the year 2610, Prince Hemyy aged 17 
years was created Prince of Wales with 
great ſolemnity, but 2 years after falling ſick 
ef a malignant Fever he died on-the tixth 
of November 1612, who. being a Prince of 
extraordinary hopes, and infinitely beloved 
of the people, his death caufed a general fad- 
neſs, and eclipſed the joys of the Marriage 
betwcen the Lady Elizabeth and Prince Fre- 
derick Count Palatine of the Ryze, whictt 
juſt at that time was ſolemnized, 

About this trme Hwgh Middleton, Citizen 
and Gold{mith of London, with vaſt coft and 
labour brought the New River water to 
that Cicy : and to add to the beanty of 
the Town near the ſame time M: 
which was nothing butdirty heaps and noi- 
fom coramen ({hores, was made {weer and 
clean, ard diſtinguiſhed ano Walks, and ſer 
-——_— Smwbfteld faſt of aH pas 
ved, 
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1617. Sir Walter Rawleigh condemned 
for Treaſon upon King Fames firſt coming 
in, after 15 years impriſonment in the 
Tower, where he wrote the Hiſtory of . the 
World, got leave to go to Guyana, affirm- 
ing he knew of a Gold Mine there,but pro- 
ving not ſuccesful therein,Gondomor the Spa» 
aiſþ Ambaſſador made ſuch Complaints.that 
upon his former judgment he was beheaded 
in the Palace-Yard at Weſtminſter ; a man 
both tor a Souldier, a Seaman, and a Scho- 
lar, ſcarce to be match'd in this later age. 

1619. Qucen Ann died, and about a year 
after, the Count Palatine having thus mar- 
ried the Daughter of the King of Great 
Britain, was thought fit to be King of Bohe- 
mia, and elected by the States, but was no 
ſocner crowned, but the Emperour with 
great Forces fell upon him, which occaſion- 
ed much trouble afterwards to thatgllluftri- 
ous Family, ; 

A Match is propoſed for Prince Charles 
with the Infanta of Spain, who to ſpeed it 
on undertakes a -journey thither in perſon, 
travelling privately through France, where 
by chance he had a ſight of that incompara- 
ble. Lady that was afterwards his Queen; 
for no good being to be done in Spain, wear 
ried with delays,” he returns and enters-in- 

to 
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to a Treaty with France, during, which King, 
James died of an Ague at Theobalds, March 
27. 1625, having reigned 22 years, and in 
the 59th. of his age. A Prince july tiyled 
the Peace- maker, atid for his Learning, Wil- 
dom, and the Plenty of his Reign celebra- 
ted as our Engliſh Solomon. 

In the firſt year of his Reign happened a 
great Plague, of which in one ycar 30244 
perſons dicd in London, 

In his ſecond year one Ann Waters enti- 
ced by a Lover of hers, conſented to have 

ex Husband {trangled, and buried under the 
Dunghil in the Cow-houſe. The man be- 
ing miſſing and the pretending to wonder 
what was Cr of him, a Neighbour hap- 
pencd to dream that the ſaid Yaters was 
ſtrangled and buried in ſuch a place, who 
declaring his dream, a ſearch is made, the 
body found, the Wife examined, and con- 
telling was burnt. 

Anno 1609., A Fire began in a Mault- 
houſe in Saint Edmondsbury, and conſumed 
160 Houſes, towards rebuilding whereof the 
King gave 500 loads of Timber. 

Anno 1618, In November was the great 
Comet ſeen, after which followed the Wars 
In Germany. 


On 
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On Friday Oftober 24.1623. At the Po- 
piſh Conventicle in Black, Friars by the fall 
of the Floor, the Prieſt, and almoſt 100 of 
his Auditors were killed, 

Anno 1606, The King firlt granted a Pa- 
tent to London for a Plantation in Virginia, 
and another to Briſtoll, Exeter, and Plimonth, 
for a Plantation in New England,which then 
began to be peopled with Engliſh. 


CHAP. XXVE. 


King Charles the Firſt 


BEg" his Reign 27 March 1625, and in 
Fane following was married to Henrietta 
Maria, Daughter of Henry the Great.. 

In the year 1627, was the unfortunate 
Expedition to the Ile of Rhe, deſigned for 
the aſſiſtance of the French Proteſtants in Re» 
chel, and the next year a ſecond attempr in- 
tended 3; but the Duke of Buckingham pre- 
paring, for it at Portſmorth, was afſallinated 
by the barbarous hands of Fohn Felton,who 
for that horrid Marther was fir hanged at 
Typwrn, and his body expoſed in Chains at 
Portſmouth. Upon the noble Duke was made 
this Epitaph by one of the Celebrated Wits 
of that Age. Here 
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Here lies the beft and worſt of Fate, 
Two Kings Delight, but F ations Hate, 
The Courtiers Star, the Kingdoms Eye, 
A Man to draw an Angel by, 

Fears Deſpiſer, great Villiers Glory 

The Great mans Volum, All times Story. 


Nor did Felton want an Epitaph, but had 
the following Lines beſtowed on him, by a 


Pen whoſe exquiſite Fancy deferved a more 
happy ſubject. 


An Epitaph on Jotm Felton, that ftabl4 the 
Duke of Buckingham at Portſmouth, Anno 
1621, and was there hang'd in Chains. 


Here uranterr'd. ſuſpends (thengh not to ſave 
Surviving Friends th expences of a Grave 
Feltons carth,which to +be world muſt be 
Its own fad Monument, bis Elegy, 
As large ss Fame ;, but whether bad or good, 
I ſay not , By himſelf *twas wrote in Bloud. 
For which his body is entomb'd in Air, 
Avch'd o're with Heav*n, ſet with a Thouſand 
And glorious Stars, a noble Sepulcher, (fair 
Which Time it ſelf can't ruinate, and where 
Th Impartial Worm, that is not brib'd to pare 
Princes (Corrupt in Marble) cannet = 
is 


[x16 
His Fleſh (which oft the charitable Skies 
Embalm with Fears, deigning thoſe Obſequies 
Belong to Men) ſhall laſt till pitying Fowl 
Contend to xeach his Body to his Soul. 


The 29th of May 16530, was born Charles 
the 2d, our preſent Sovereign, a: Star appear- 
ing at the ſame time at Noon-day, as an Il- 
luttrious preſage of the peculiar care Heaven 
would take of that Royal Native. 

In the year 163g, the Scots.ſtirred up and 
influenced by certain Presbyterian Factious 
Spirits, begin a Rebcllion, and march to- 
wards England, whom the King meets with 
a ſtrong Army, A Pacitication is. madebe- 
tween them 3 yet the next year they came 
on again, encouraged by a treacherous Party 
here, and a Treaty being had, a Truce is 
made with them. 

The 3d. of November 16 40. began. that 
fatal Parliament, terribly known by the 
Name of the Long 3 ang vow the ill Weeds 
of Rebellion grow ſo faſt, that we mult one- 
ly hint at the time of principal ACtions, 
without running out into Circumſtances. 

On Wedneſday the 12th of May 1641, that 
prudent and loyal Stateſman Thomas Earl of 
Strafford was taken off by a popular fury,and 
noiſe of an Accumulative Treaſon, though 
no- 
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nothing Criminal was proved againſt him : 
But his Loyalty was to them Crime enough, 
and even themſelves ſeemed to acknow- 
ledge his Innogence, fince they thought fit 
to fling away the Helve of that Hatchet 
wherewith they cut off his head, by EnaQt- 
ing his Caſe ſhould never be drawn into 
Prelident, 

In Augu/t tollowing, the King goes into 
Scotland, and is received with extraordinary 
joy at his Return, During his abſence,viz. 
on the 23. of Odober breaks out the horrid 
Rebellion m Ireland, and here at home Tu- 
mults increaſe with fuch inſolence, that the 
King finds himſelf obliged to retire for his 
ſafety from Whitehall, and having uſed all 
means that a moſt loving and pious Prince 
could condeſcend to, to bring the Faction 
to moderation and a ſenſe of their duty, be- 
ing denied entrance into his Town of Hm!l, 
and ſceing, his Right of the Militia was be- 
gun to be invaded, &c. reſolves. to defend 
bymſelf, and the Libertics of his People,: by 
gathering what ſtrength he could, fetting 
up his Standard at Nottingham, 24 Awpuſt, 
1642, as on the contrary the Parliament 
forman Army under Command of the Earl 
of Fſſex, 


The 
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The firſt conſiderable Battel was at 
Edge-bill, 23 Oftober 1642. wherein His 
Majeſty had 10 much the better, that he kept 
poſſeihon of the Field. 

Brainford Fight, 12 November 1642, 

The Battel at Hopton Heath, March 19. 
1642, 

Newbury firſt Fight 20 Sept.16 43. 

The terrible Battel at Maſton Moor near 
Tork,, wherein the Kings Forces were at laſt 
worlted, and {ſeveral perſons of note lain, 
Fuly 2,1644. | 

The Parliartrent Forces in Cornwall for- 
ced to ſubmit, and their General Eſſex to fly 
away by Seca, Sept.1644. 

Newbury {econd. Fight 27 Of.16 44, 

Treaty at Uxbridge began 30 January, 
164% _ 

The Battel at Naſeby fatal to the Royal 
Intereſt, 14 Fane 1645. 

27 April 164.6. the Kings Majefty is for- 
ced privatdy to depart pn Oxford, and 
went to the-Scatih Army, who afterwar 
conſent to ſurrender his perſon to the pow- 
er of Rebels ; whereupon after foveral Tra 
verſes of Fortune he is brought to Hampton 
Court, 28 Aug.1648. 

The King being now in reſtraint, many 


of his Subjects that had before been miſled 


to 
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to take Arms againſt him, begin to look 
upon his Eltate with Contain A 
great part of the Navy revolt to the Prince 
of IVales, (everal Towns and Caſtles, and 
particularly that of Pomfret was ſurprized 
tor his Majeſtics Service, the Duke of Ha- 
milton with Sir Marmaduke Langdale and 
others raiſe a ſtrong Army for the King in 
the North, and the Kentiſ-ymen in great 
numbers are up in Arms under the Com- 
mand of George Lord Goring Earl of Nor- 
wich, {o that a general Tempelt ſeem'd to 
threaten the Parliaments Afﬀairs, but was 
all ſoon blown over. For Cromwel then 
Lieutenant , quickly reduces the Welch, 
where Langhorn, Poyer, and Powel their 
Captains are executed: then marching 
againlt thoſe of the North, he meets them 
in Lancaſhire, and utterly defeats them, ta- 
king all their Foot, with their Cannon and 
Ammunition; and Duke Hamilton himfclt 
is brought up Priſoner, as is likewiſe the 
Earl of Hatland, taken at St. Nevtis in Hoent- 
ington-ſhire, The Kentifhmen Rattar'd by 
Sir Thomas F airfax's Forces at Maidftont, 
crols the Thames, and are belieged mCot- 
cheſter, which after a generous defence, 
and great Extremicics endured for want of 


Provition, was urrendiad the twenty ag? 
QO 
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of Auguſt 1648, And the brave Sir Charles 
Lucy, and Sir George Liſle (hot to death, 
the Noble Lord Capel being reſerved for 
the Scaffold, on which ſometime after he 
triumphantly ſuffered. There being put 
to death with him, Duke Hamz/ton and the 
Earl of Holland, | 

Notwithſtanding theſe ſucceſſes, the 
Houſes tindin$ the Nation in general breath- 
ing for a ſettlement, and in order «o that 
not to be ſatished without a Perſonal Trea- 
ty, recall their Votes ot non- Addreſſes, and 
thereupen, on the eighteenth . of Sept mmber 
1648. A Treaty did begin with his Maje- 
{tie at Newport in the Iſle of J:ght, whither 
his Majeſty had privately retreated, But 
before any thing concluded on, ſome Ar- 
my Officers publiſh a Remonſtrance dated 
at St. Albans the fixteenth of November, 
fignifying their Reſolutions to bring the 
King to Juſtice. (as they pretended) and 
thereupon ſome Officers were appointed to 
ſeize his Perſon, and. bring him over to 
HrrtCattle in” Hampſhire, and . thence by 
degrees to Windſor, and at laſt to Wiſts 
minſter. 

In the mean time, they purge the Houſe 
of all thoſe to: whom his Majefiies Gract 
ous Conceithons had given —_ 
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Then they erected an unprecedented Court, 
called zhe High Comrt of Juſtice, ſo named 
ſuely either becauſe Faſtice was there Tryed 
and. Caſt, or elſe, becauſe they were reſolved 
never to prep. oF utiwag new 
udges his Majcſty was firlt brought on 
ara of FJamary 1648. from his Pa- 
lace of St. James's, into Weſtminſter-Hall. 
Being under Reſtraint . his "appearance 
could, not be avoided, hiit no Conſtraint 
could force him to, own "their Authority; 
againſt which he offered divers, unadfwwer- 
ble Reaſons, /but was not petinitted to 
ſpeak them out,” However, he ptainly told 

em, that he would not {o far, betray his 
Subjects Libertics to ſubmit to, their 'arbi- 
tary and lawleſs Power, but rather chuſe 
to dye a Martyr for the Prqteſtant Religion, 
and.the Laws ,and Liberties of the Land: 
l0-that on Sad the 'twenty ſeventh-of 
the, ame ' Moneth the Prefident of the 
Court (one Bradſhaw a Serjcant at Law, 
who was never after free from Terror, and 
Horrors 'of Conſcience to his dying, .day} 
broceedet to the horrid. Sentence | againſt 
their - Liege Savereign, that he ſhould be 
Beheaded, which was Executed before the 
Banquetting-Houſe at White-Hall, on the 
Uutieth of that Moneth. On which fatal 
EXT G Mom- 
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Morning the Biſtiop of London reading Pray- 
ers with him, and. for the hrſt Leſſon the 
twent ey Chapter of Matthew, being 
the Hilto f or Saviour” $ {ufferings. The 
King at "ful Houphe the Biſhop had choſeh 
the ſame 45 table to that} Juncture, but 
when he underſtood that it was'the Chap- 
= ppointed for thar day, he Was much 
mforted with ſo, jap a Lemettbrance of 
his Sa viours great Exarnple in Suffering, 
After his Notions he was'led through 
the Park to White-ball, and after (orne time 
to the Scaffold, where having declared that 
he dyed a Martyt for the Laws and Liber- 
ties of his Peaple, be it rnd {0 Confeſſion of 
his Fait hy ering th Ot) dyed, 3 tre Son 
of the Gh "then 'betook 
himſelf to his bart Ivonne. arid fo 
patiently ſubmitted his Royal Head to Mii 
tyrdom, from the Hand « yoo Ex 
ecutioner. His body P ut Thts a black Ve- 
vet Coffin, and erards wrapt in 14d, 
was on the ſeventh k Yuba i Pra 
Interr'd at St. Ga, $ Chappel at 
in the ſame Vault with Fing. Hap oh 
cighth, in. preſcrice of 'the Di 
mond, Dr. Juxon and. others, br the Thalls 
ner appointed i in the Liturgy could - not be 
obtained to be uſed, Nos ad he atiy = 
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taph a$x'd, but only on the ſheet of Leads 
on a thin Plate faſtned on the Breaſt, this 
plain Inſcription -- King Charles, 1648, 

This Pious Prince at the time of his 
murder had Reigned twenty three Years 
and ten Moneths, and was then in the nine 
and fourticth Year of his Age, having. had 
by his moſt dear and beloved Queen, in all 
nine Children, viz. firſt, Charles- Fames born 
at Groenwich the thirteenth of May 1629, 
but dicd almoſt as ſoon as. born. ndly, 
Charles the ſecond our preſent moſt gract- 
ous Sovercign born at St. Jamer's My the 
twenty ninth 1630. Thirdly, his Royal 
Highneſs ZFames Duke of Tork, born at the 
ſame place the thirteenth of Ofober 1633. 
Fourthly, _ Henry Duke of Glaxceſter born 
the eighth of Fly 1639. Fifthly, the La- 
dy born the fourth of November 1631. 
ied to William Prince of Orange the 
ſecond of May 1641. Sixthly, the Lady 
Elizabeth born the twenty cighth.of Janua- 
ry 1635. who died with Griet ſoon, after 
her Father, Seventhly, Ann boyn,z7 March 
1637. died beſore her father. Eighthly,KX.- 
tharine who died almoſt as Joon agborn. 
And laſtly Henrietta born at Exetcr, June the 
lixteenth 1644. fince Dutcheſs of Orleance. 
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CHAP. XXVII 


"The moſt remarkable Paſſages in the Reign 
of King Charles the Second, hitherto. 


Om Gracious Sovereign King, Charles 
the Second, rightfully began his 
Reign "the thirtieth of Jamary 1648, 
though hindred by the prevailing Rebels 
from full Exerciſe of his Authority. He 
did at that time reiide with his Siſter the 
Princeſs of Orange at the Hague in Holland, 
and the Rebels at home put out a thing 
they calld an A, to exclude his Succeth» 
on, taking upon themſelves the Title of 
the Keepers ofthe Liberties of England, &c, 


yet the Kings faithful-Subjects did in print | 


exe him King in ry gr as did the 
ord Inchequin in Ireland, and ſo did the 
Scots too; for whence after much fiir 
amongſt them, ſome Propoſitions were 
ſent to the King m' Ferſey, defiring him 
to'ſign the ſolemn League - and Covenant, 
and divers Ads, © &c. Upon which follow- 


cd a” Treaty between the King and them, 


at Breda; during which the Covenanters 
in Scotland (tiz'd the Gallant and Loyal 


Marqueſs of Montroſſ, and baxbarouſly 
X Wa, hang'd 
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hang'd him. Which horrid Inſolence was 
like to have broke off the Treaty, but the 
Neceſſity of the King's Aﬀairs forced him 
at laſt to agree with: their unreaſonable Pro- 
politions 3 and thereupon is invited into 
Scotland, and was afterwards on the firſt of 
January 1650, Crowned at Scoon, being 
the fourty eighth Monarch of that Kingdom 
there Crowned, 

In the mean time, Cromwell is diſpatch'd' 
wich an Army by the Parliament into Scot- 
land, and on the third of September routs 


the Scots at Dunbar, the _ imſclt being 


af that time at St. Jobnftons, but afterwards 
reſolv'd to be Generalifſimo- of. the Scotch 
Army himſelf. 

Whilſt theſe Things were tranſaQi 


- there, the Presbyterians hoping to eſtabli 


their Covenant and Diſcipline, began- to 
hold ſome Correſpondence with the Kings 
Friends and ſeveral of their. moſt eminent 
Miniſters engaged in the Detign, of whom, 
two, that is to ſay, Mr. Love, and Mr. 
Gibbons were put to Death, Mr. Love, 
preſented four Petitions to the Parliament - 
tor his Life,the laſt of which was as follows. 
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To the Supream Authority, the 
Parliament of the Common- 
wealth of Ergland. 


Tte Humble Petition of Chriſtopher 


Love, a condemned Priſoner in 


the Tower of London. 


- Sheweth, 


TA your Petitioner doth humbly adore the 
wonderful Goodneſs of God, and moſt 
thankfully acknowledg the great Mercy of the 
Parliament for ſo ſeaſonable and acceptable an 
Alt of Grace to ſuch an offended Swppliant, 
that when there was but a ſtep between him 
aud Death, the number of his days heing ac+ 
compliſhed, and he almoſt cut off from the 
Land of the living, then you mercifully inter- 
poſed, and gave him bis Life for a Moneth 
longer, which was to him as a Reſurreftion 
from the dead. The Conſideration whereof 
melteth the Heart of your Petitioner, and make! 
him (after a more narrow ſearch into his 
Heart and Wayes) more deeply ſenſible than 
ever of his Sin againſt God, aad more ſorrow+ 
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ful for bis bigh Crimes ad Offences againſt 
the Parliament, in bis late and great Miſcay- 
Ages. | 

He humbly acknowledgeth be bath ſo highly 
violated the Laws of the Common-wealth, as 
that thereby be hath cendred himſelf Guilty of 
the Sentence of Death, juſtly paſſed on him by 
#e High Cuiert of | Fuftice. He doth alfo 
berewith humbly Offer to your Honours a free 
and full Narrative under bis band of the whole 
Deſign. (to the beſt of his Remembrance) which 
be leaveth to your Grave Wiſdomes and favou- 
rable Interpret at ins. futly reſokied that he will 
neither Plot, Contrive, or deſign any thing 


prejudicial 10 the preſent Government. But 


aws/b in, bis Place and Calling, oppraſe any Deſigns 

whatſoever ( whetber in this or the Neighbour 

Natian_) that may tend ta tbe Ruine of this 
Common=wealth, | 

| Yowr dying Petitioner with all bumble ins 

| portunity proſtrates himſelf at your 

feet, puts his mouth in the dujt,(O that 

there may be Hope !) craving your ten- 

der mercy , begging his Life at your 

hands, promiſing never to imploy that 

Life againſt you he ſhall receive from 

you \ but doth bold it bis duty to his 

place and calling, to lay out himſelf for 

G4 the 
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the glory of God, the good of bis People, 
the peace and ſafety of this Common- 


wealth. 


And your Petitioner ſhall ever 
pray, Oc. 


CHRISTOPHER LOVE, 


Read Aug.141651, Read again Aug. 16, 
I651, 


But notwithſtanding, all theſe Submiſſh- 
ons and paſſionate Intreaties, the pretended 
Parliament was deaf, and on the 22th. of 
Avwguſt 1651, brought him to the Block on 
Tower-hill, where at the ſamt time one Gibs 
bons ſuffered with him. . The reſt concemed 
wcre pardoned, 

The third of September 165 1. happened 
- the fatal Battcl at Worceſter, His Majeſty ha- 
ving ſuddenly fligt by Cromwel in Scotland, 
and ſo marched directly for England ; but 
the other followed him doſe, and the 
County Troops being every where raiſed, 
His Majeſties Forces were overpowered, 
though in -his own Royal Perſon he gave 
them moſt ſignal examples of Courage, ha- 
ving his Horſe twice that day ſhot m_ 
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him.. After this Defeat His Majeſty,getting 
away with much difficulty, retired toa Far- 
mers houſe in Stafford-ſhire,and there chang- 
ing his Habit, and ſuffering his Royal Locks 
to be cut off with a Knife, for want of a 
more convenient Inſtrument : But note 
thinking himſelf ſafe there, there being a 
Thouſand pounds offered to any that could 
take him, he took Sanctuary in that famous 
Oke, ever fince dignified with the Title of 
Royal, ſtanding. in a Wood about 4 miles 
from Woolver-hampton, where he remained 
ſome days without any Company, ſave of 
one fricnd that towards night brought him 

Proviſion, As ſoon as might be he remo- 

ved from thence to the houſe of Mrs. .Fane 

Lane, an eminent Inftrument in his Con» 

veyance beyond Sea, whither at laſt after a. 
thouſand dangers, protected by Providence, 

he afcly got, patling in a ſmall Veſſel. from 

Suſſex to New Haven in France, . 

In the year 1652.the Hogan Magan State 
{coraing to truckle to our Intant Commons 
wealth, a War broke.out between us and 
Holland, wherein the Exgliſh-having the bet+ 
ter, in five ſeveral ſharp Engagements at 
Sez, in one of which thei excellent Admi« 
nl Vn Tromp the Elder was ſlain,and there- 
by that Republick brought to great ditirels ; 
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But afterwards on a ſudden a dithonourz 
ble Peace was clapt up by chat grand Ufurp. 
er O'rwver Cromwel tor his own cnds, and the 
ſecuring of -his Uſurpations 3 he having 
firſt on the 20th: of Apri! 1553. by the un- 
controulable power of his Sword diſſolve 
his good Maſters the remainder of the Long 
Parliament. 

On the 5th. of Fuly in the year laſt men 
tioned began the little ſanified Conventi- 
on at Weftminſter.called The F anatick Parlia 
ment, in which nothing (but {ome moneths 
time and Canting,) having paſs'd, on the 
12th. of December following they wer 
turn'd out of doors too by mighty Olive, 
who 47days after uſurp'd more than th 
power of a King under the Title of Prots 


or. 
; Onthe third of September 165 4. anothe 
thing called a Parliament was afſembled,who 
beginning to queſtion the Lawfulneſs of the 
Power by which they were called, were in 


fome ſhort time likewiſe ſent packing, 
- And now began the Warwith Spain, a 
pretence of injuries to our Merchants 
and Hardſhips to Engliſh Proteſtants to 
delign'd 3 for in the Cokdaing of the 
1655, was the unfortunate Expedition to 
H:þaniela, which by ill Conduct _ 
ed; 
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ed ; however in their return they took the 
Iſland of Jamaica, which has ever lince re- 
mained in Engliſh hands,and is now become 
a flouriſhing Plantation. | 

On the 17th. of September 1656. comes 
another Mock-Parliament, with the Pagean- 
try of The -othey Houſe for . the Houle of 
Lords, in which Cromwel ſecretly uſed great 
endeavours to be made King, and by his 
Creatures in the Houſes was petitioned to 
accept that Title: but he having ſounded 
the buſineſs, and not finding it fardable,b+- 
cauſe the Army was ſo averle, did not think 
fit to venture upon't,and ſo publickly refuſed 
what he mainly purſued. 

The later end of the ſame year was the 
Trial and Sentence of Fames Nailor, the 
Ringleader of the Quakers, who about Bri- 
ſtol had aſſumed to himſelf Divine Honours, 
and for his Blaſphemies was firſt whipt,then 
had his Tongue bored through with a red 
hot Iron, and the Letter B branded in his 
Forchead, 

In 1657, Cromrvel carried on the War a- 
gainſt Spain vigorouſly at Sea,General Blake 
the 22th, of April with wonderful Gall:n- 
try deliroying; their Plate Fleet in the Bay of 
Sanfta Cruz, Beiides which aflilting the 
French in Flanders with 6200 men, Dun* 
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kirk, was taken, which was put into Engli 
hands. During theſe times there were ever 
and anon Plots forſooth diſcovercd, ſon 
real, but more contrived to vex and fleec 
the poor Cavaliers: Of whom, on tha 
ſcore, towards the cnd of his Uſurpatian 
{uffered the Reverend Dr. Hewct, and th 
noble Sir Henry Slingsby, being beheaded on 
Tower-hill, and three more drawn, hang'd, 
and quarter'd. 

But now this blazing Meteor, that por- 
tended ſo much evil to the World, which to 
make gocd the Preſage it (elf effected, mul 
diſappear 3 for on Friday the third of Se 
zembey (famous to him for his two Vide 
ries at Dunbar and Worceſter ) in the yea 
1658, about three of the clock in the Ab 
ternoon, died Oliver Cromwel our ProteQtoy, 
CGod ever protect us from the like) that 
day being uſhered in with a night as tem 
peltuous.as had been known within the me- 
mory of Man, 

His Son Richard took upon him to fic- 
ceed in his Place and Title, and had a Par 
liament of his own, and received numerous 


Addrefles, calling him the Fohhuz that was 
to ſucceed their Moſer, and that they would 
live and die with him, &c. but all prov'd 
Lies, tor in May tolowing, the Army wry 
nag 
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nag'd by Fleetwood and Lambert, calling in 
the old Members of the Long Parliament, 
interrupted by his Father in 1653, he was 
quietly laid afide, and under his hand ſub- 
mits to their Power. \A Perſon chiefly un» 
happy in being the Son of ſuch a Fa- 
ther. 


During this Dominion of the reviv'd Fag- 
end of a Parliament (thence commonly = 
Ted The Rump) about Harvelt-time 1659. 
Sir George Booth and divers other Gentle- 
men appeared for the King 3. but failing of 
the expected Afliſtances, were overcome 
Lambert, who defirous to tread Olivers ſteps, 
rum'd out the Rump once again3 and now 
the Thing to govern the Nation was called 
A Council of Safety, conſiſting of 23 Per- 
ſons, for the. molt part Army-Officers. 
Things being in this confuſion, the gallant 
Monk ( inſpir'd by Providence) thought it 
a convenient opportunity to ſtir, under the 
pretext of RI the late remnant Par- 
liament, and though in the depth of Winter 
1659, marches into England. Lambert goes 
with a ſtrong Army to oppoſe him, but 
in his abſence the Rump once more gets to 
rooſt, and diſſolves his Committee of Safe- 
ty, ſo that he being deſerted by his Souldi- 
ers, Monk yictoricus without an 
e 
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ſtroke marches his Army to London, out of 
which when he came near, he had prudently 
cauſed the other Forces to be withdrawn, 
All the way he was courted in every Coun- 
ty with Addreſſes, but behaved himſelf ill 
with that admirable Conduct and Secrecy, 
as was neceſſary for ſo great and glorious a 
Deſign as he was engaged in. However ha- 
ving ſome ſuſpitions to caſt him into dil- 
favour with the City, the Rump put him 
upon the unpleafing courſe of pulling down 
their Gates, &c, But the very next day he 
fully ſatisfied the City by declaring for a 
Free Parliament, and cauling the gSecluded 
Members (that is, a great number of Parlia- 
ment-men, which many years before had 
been illegally thruſt out of the Houſe, becauſe 
they would not joyn in the miſchievous 
Votes of the reſt, tending to the Murther of 
the late King) to be now readmittcd to 
their places, who having made ſome xc 
grefs in the work, diſſolved themſelves, ſum- 
moning a new Parliament to ſucceed them 
on the 25th. of April 1660, who being 
met, proceeded with ſuch expedition to 
give publick teſtimony of their Loyalty, that 
on the eighth of May His Majeſty our graci- 
ous Sovereign was proclaimed, to the uni- 
verlal ſatisfaction of the People, who ex- 

preſſed 
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preſſed the ſame with all imaginable demon- 
{tration of Joy. 

To complete which on the 29th. of the 
fame Moneth (being his Royal Birth-day ) 
arrived in England, and with him Happineſs 


-and Order to theſe three long-diftrated 


Kingdoms 3 for the re-ſ{ettlement of which 
His Majeſty was moſt zealous in promoting 
and halicning the Act of Indempnity,which 

paſſed on the 29th. of Angn/t following. 
On the | 13th. of September 1660. died 
that moſt vertuous and; hopeful Prince Her- 
ry Duke of Gloxceſter, the Kings younger 
Brother, in the 21th. year of his age 3 and 
about Chriſtmaſs following his incompa- 
rable Siſter Mary Princels of Arrange (Mo- 
ther to the Prince now living) who was 
come over to vilit the King her dear Bro-" 
ther, fell ſick and died, to the infinite gricf 
of His Majeſty and the Court, ſhe being bu- 
ricd the 29th. of December. On which day 
the Parliament was diflolved, which (as 
His Majeſty moſt prophetically told them) 
will to all pofterity be celebrated by the Ti- 
tleof THE HEALING AND 

BLESSED PARLIAMENT. 
In Fan.1660. Fenner a Wine-Cooper by 
Trade, and-a Fitth-Monarchy man by Pro- 
fc{hon,with-about 30 of his deſperate Fas - 
, roxkce 
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broke out into a moſt Fanatick Rebellion-in 
the City of London, in quelling of whom ſe- 
veral people were ſlain, and the ſaid Venner 
and 11 of his Accomplices afterwards exc» 
cuted. 

The 23th. day of April 1661, His Maje- 
fty was crowned 3 and the 8th, of May fol- 
lowing a new Parliament was called, and 
with it a Convocation of the Clergy, who 
confirmed the Form of the Common Pray- 
er formerly eſtabliſhed, 

The 22th. of May 1662. the King marri- 


ed the Lady Catarina, Infanta of Portugal. 


And the 14th. of F#ne following Sir Henesy 
Vane was beheaded on Tower-hill : Fobn 
Lambert at the ſame time was tried, but by 
the Kings mercy had his Life pardoned 3 we 
wilh he may never forget ſo gracious a fa- 
vour, nor again tempt his own Fate by ſub- 
ſequent Crimes. 

Towards the end of the year 1664. and 
the beginning of 65. three ſeveral Comets of 
Blazing Stars appeared in the Heavens; nor 
were the events unſuitable to the Preſages, 
for immediately. after happened the fit, or 
if you account that before the Kings Return, 
the ſecond Dutch War. the lamentable Con- 
tagion, and che dreadful Fire in London, of 
each of which I ſhall give you a brict ac- 
count, In 
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In 1664. Preparations were made for 
War with the Dutch, and 'to provoke us 


. Bankert their Admiral brav'd it with his 


Squadron in our very River+ but no grand 
Engagement happened tilt the thirt of F=ns 
1665, 'when the Engliſh Fleet under the 
Duke of Tork, obtained a Ggnal Viftory, the 
Dutch Toling 20 Sail of Ships, and 4000 
Men kil'd and wounded, and their Admi- 
ral Opdam blown up. On our fide we lot 
the Lords Falmouth, Muſcarry,Portland,Marl- 
borough, Mr. Boil, Sir Fobn Lawſon, and Rear- 
Admirah Sanfom, and not above 500 com- 


"mon people. 


; On the 10th, of February following a 
War was declared againſt France, but in the 
mean time we have a more dreadful Enemy 
than either of them both to- grapple with, 


to wit, 'a'moſt devouring Peſtilence, which 
' began to be taken notice of in May: 1665, 


ohe weeks Bill -having then 9 in it of the 


- Plague, which- much alarm'd people 3. but 


the next week it decreaſing to 3, their fears 
abatez but next week it {wells to 14, then 
to 17, next to 43, and fo continually all 
June, July, &c. till at the later end of Au- 
guſt there died within the Bills of Mortality 
6102, of the Plague onely in one week, and 
afterwards in the third week of September 
(which 
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(which was the higheſt Bill of all) the num- 
ber did arie to 7165, From which time 
it abated till towards Fanxary, and then the 
City was wholly free 3 - there. dying that 
year within the Bills of Mortality of the 
Plague (as is verily believed) -Qne hundred 
thouſand. In the mean time the Court and 
Parliament retire to Oxford.and there grant 
the King Twelve hundred aad hifty thouſand 
pounds to carry on the War, 

In the year 1666, our. Fleet put to Se, 
under! Prince Rupert and the Duke of Alt 
marl, and the former being. gene wath a 
Squadron to intercept the Freneh, (Fleet 
which was expeted , the Dutch iy the 
mean time come up: with the Jeter, who-0n 
the firſt of June, with the diſadvantage of 
but 54 Sail againſt 91. of the Enemy q 
ged them, who: were reinforced- next- day 
with another Recruit, ſo thes he was forgdd 
to fight them two days together, till the 
Prince came up, and then atter a. (harp D- 
ſpute for almoſt a whole day, they fled, le 
ving us Maſters of the Sea, though mud 
ſhattered and - conſiderable lofs, which an 
their fide was nothing inferiour. In ths 
fight Sir George Aſcongh was taken, 

On the 25 and 26 of Fly happened an- 
othet Evgagement, whercin the Engliſh ” 
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tained an indiſputable Viftory 3 the Datch 
taking ſhelter in their Sands, and ſoon after 
Sir Robert Holmes burnt 150 of their Mer- 
chants Ships in the V/ly. 

On the ſecond of September 1666. being 
Sunday, about two of the clock in the morn- 
ing, began the dreadtul fire in a Bakers houſe 
by Pudding-lane near Fiſh-Rreet Hill, which 
ſoon invaded St. Magnes Church, and de- 
ſtroyed it ; then it burnt down a great 
ſtack of Building on the Bridge, but being 
happily ſtopt from further progreſs. that 
way, runs along Thames-ſtreet Weſtward, 
having got as far that night as Garlick:bithe, 
and crept up into Cannon-ftreet. On the 

Monday Grace-chwreh ftreet and part of Faw- 
church ſtreet are all in ames, which making 
way into Cornhill conſume that ſtately ſtreet, 
togethtr with the Royal Exchange. On 
Monday night the Fire works backwards 


ſtrangely againſt the wind beyond Belins- 


gate, and up to Tower-ſtreet > Weſtward ,it 
comes to Dowgate and Watling-ſtreet, and fo 
proceeds as a Conqueror into Cheapfide. 
On Tueſday Cheapfide and the ſtreets con- 
tiguous, as Soper-lane, Bow-lane, Bread-ftreet, 
St. Pals Church , Pater nofter Row, and 
Ladgate ſubmit to its fury 3 and Guild-hall 
as a Palace of burniſh'd Braſs ſtands for ſe- 


veral ® 


[ 140] 
veral hours like one bright burning coal; 
molt amazing Spectacle, On Wedneſday 
morning the Fire receives ſome check. at 
Leaden-hall, the Temple, &c.. wherein blow- 
ing, up of houſes was very inſtrumental 3 and 
on Thurſday the Flames were extinguiltid, 
having conſumed 87 Pariſhes within the 
w all and done much. damage in the Sub- 
urbs. 

The 29 Fune 1667, was concluded. a 
Peace at Breda between the Engliſh and 
Dutch; but before the fame was ratified 
they did us ſome miſchief at Chatham, and 
carried away with, them the Jonathan 2 
{mall Dwxtch Prize, and' the Hull of the Roy 
Charles,an Exploit whereof they have little 
to brag, being, rather fortunate than. wiſe, 
for *twas a- million to one that-it had- not 
miſcarried and endangered all their Fleet, 

The 31 Azg.1669g. died the Queen Mo- 
ther of England at St. Colomb in France; 
and on the fourth of Fanzary following His 
Grace George Monk, Duke of Albemanrl. 

The 20 Ine 1670. dicd the. Dutcheſs of 
Orleans, preſently after her return from pay- 
ing a Vitit to her Brother the King of. Great 
Britain, 

In the beginning of 1672. began. the {e- 
cond Dutch War, and the 28th, ot May = 
Dutc 
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Dutch are beaten by the Engliſh Fleet under 
the Duke of Tork at Soxld-bay, where the 
Earl of Sandwich was unfortunately loſt. In 
1673. Prince Rupert commanded the Fleet, 
who likewiſe on 25 May fought the Dutch, 
and made them retreat. And ſo he did a» 
gain on 4 Ine following, and obtained an. 
other Victory on the 11 Amguſt, but not 
without loling that expert Sea-Commander 
Sir Edward Spragg 3, and in Tanuary follow- 
ing a Peace was concluded with Holland. 

On 20 Sept.1675. the far greater part of 
that eminent Corporation ot Northampton 
was burnt down to the ground. The like 
fad fate on 26 May 1676, befcll the Borough 
of Southwark, 

Thus have we with as much fulneſs and 
plainneſs as might conſiſt with our deſigned bre- 
vity, given you an account of the moſt remarkg- 
ble occurrences in the Kingdom of England both 
before and fince the Conqueſt down to our Times, 
which leaving to the courteous entertainment of 
the Reader, I ſhall conclude this Epitome of 
Engliſh Hiftory with hearty prayers, That God 
would long preſerve the Monarchy of Great Bri- 
tain, protect the perſon of our Gracious Sovereign, 
and continue in full fplendour amongſt us the 


. | true Proteſtant Religion, in fpight of all pmblick, 
2 | Enemies or private Confederacies whatſoever, 
ET F 
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